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Syria Kurds say will get 
training from Russia

Trump wants to work with 
Palestinians, says official

Qamishli

Russia’s military will 
train Kurdish forces 

in Syria, the militia’s 
spokesman said yesterday, 
in Moscow’s first agreement 
of its kind with the group 
that controls large parts of 
the country’s north.

The move by Russia, a 
longtime ally of President 
Bashar al-Assad’s regime, 
is likely to anger Turkey, 
which considers the Kurdish 
People’s Protection Units 
(YPG) to be a “terrorist” 
group.

Ramallah

US President Donald 
Trump sees Mahmud 

Abbas as a “strategic 
partner” and the Palestinian 
leader wants to engage with 
him to work towards a two-
state solution, said a senior 
Palestinian official.
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The Cabinet meeting held 
yesterday endorsed a 

proposal by the Representatives 
Council to extend the residency 
period for foreign women who 
have been married to Bahrainis 
for more than five years and 
have children from two years 
to a renewable five-year period.

His Royal Highness Prime 
Minister Prince Khalifa bin 
Salman Al Khalifa informed 
the decision while chairing 
the regular weekly Cabinet 
session held at the Gudaibiya 
Palace yesterday. The Cabinet 

meeting was attended by 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Premier. 

The Cabinet discussed the 
ratification of the agreement 
signed between Bahrain and 
Russia on transfer of sentenced 
persons. The matter has been 

referred to the Ministerial 
Committee for Legal Affairs 
to carry out the ratification 
procedures. The session 
also discussed an agreement 

between Bahrain and the 
Republic of Korea on air traffic 
services between and beyond 
their respective territories. 
This was also referred to the 
Ministerial Committee for 
Legal Affairs. (See also Page5)

The residency status of 
foreign women married to 
locals for more than five 
years and have children 
from two years has been 
extended to another five 
years bringing cheer to 
several families in Bahrain

HRH Prime Minister with HRH Crown Prince during the Cabinet meeting held yesterday

Muhannad Mansour/DTNN
muhannad@dt.bh

Manama

The youth who was recently 
arrested in Berlin has 

connections with the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards, 
according to Terror Crime 
Prosecution Chief Advocate 
General Ahmed Al Hammadi.

Al Hammadi confirmed 
in a statement yesterday that 
the youth, who is wanted in 
Bahrain, is identified as Fayyadh 
Mohammed Al Showaikh, 
27, and that the prosecution 
had issued international arrest 
warrants against him and two 
others for their involvement in 
terror related cases.

“The suspect was recently 
arrested in Berlin by the 
German police. He is wanted in 
Bahrain for forming and being 
part of a terrorist cell that was 
discovered on March 4 this year. 
The Interpol was requested to 
hand over him to the Bahraini 
authorities so he could be 
prosecuted, as he is one of the 
leaders of a 54-member terrorist 
organisation,” Al Hammadi 
announced.

Explaining further he said, 
“Investigations and testimonies 
of the arrested criminals here led 
to Al Showaikh. From Germany 
he made the arrangements for 
several cell members to go to 
Iran and Iraq to receive training 
in the use of explosives and 
firearms at the Revolutionary 
Guards camps ahead of carrying 
out their terror crimes in 
Bahrain.”

The official clarified that the 
prosecution had accused Al 
Showaikh of joining a terror 
group known for its terrorist 
links, involvement in training 
on the use of weapons and 
explosives and helping the 
terror organisation members to 
escape, engage them in cover-
up of terror acts and sheltering 
terrorists.

Al Hammadi underlined 
the importance of cooperation 
between local and international 
security authorities in bringing 
wanted criminals before 
justice, mentioning the recent 
announcement of the US State 
Department designating two 
Bahrainis wanted in Bahrain 
for terror crimes as specially 
designated global terrorists.
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Hazy and dusty conditions 
continued in parts of 

Bahrain, reducing the visibility 
to less than 1000m yesterday.

The official weather 
account of the Ministry 
of Transportation and 
Telecommunications - 
Meteorological Directorate 
- said that Bahrain and some 
GCC countries will be affected 
by a cloudy and rainy weather 
with showers accompanied 
by thunder, dust haze and 
strong winds. The sky will 
be partly cloudy later tonight 
with moderate north-westerly 
winds, it said. 

The department has 
requested the public, especially 
seafarers, to be cautious, 
and follow weather bulletins 

and updates on social media 
networks. Askar and Zallaq 
witnessed hailstones yesterday. 

People had mixed reactions 
on social media about the 
weather conditions. 

“Bahrain weather is 
confusing, I don’t think any 
app can keep up with the 
weather at the moment,” 
Abdulla Almuwada tweeted 
yesterday.

“If you think your 
country has weird weather, 
come to Bahrain in March: 

Sandstorm+Thunderstorm,” 
another said.

“It has never rained so much 
like this here. Not that I’m 
complaining or something,” a 
lady said. 

Bahrain’s weather is hard to 
understand. 

Rain and extreme dust storm 
clashed in Bahrain yesterday. 

“I thought I have mood 
swings, but the weather in 
Bahrain is beating me,” said 
another comment on social 
media. 

The official weather forecast 
said that the GCC region, 
including Bahrain, will be 
affected by unstable weather 
conditions from Thursday, 
with a chance of rain showers 
accompanied by thunder, 
kicking up dust and haze in the 
atmosphere.

Hazy, dusty conditions
in most part of Bahrain

Bahrain will be 
affected by cloudy 
and rainy weather 
with thunder and 

strong winds

Muhannad Mansour/DTNN
muhannad@dt.bh

An MP has called on the 
schools to suspend classes 

as unstable weather has been 
predicted in the Kingdom for 
the next couple of days. The 
call is in consideration of the 
safety of the students, the MP 
said yesterday. 

Parliament’s Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and National 
Security Committee Deputy 
Chairman Khalifa Al Ghanem 
has reportedly demanded the 
Education Ministry to close 
the schools and declare official 
holidays on stormy days.

Al Ghanem stated the entire 
GCC region will witness strong 
weather fluctuations.

“Unstable weather 
conditions can be critical to 
certain students. Many of them 
are reported to be suffering 
from respiratory problems. 
Dusty weather worsens their 

condition and they need 
special care and treatment,” 
Al Ghanem said, adding that 
their safety is government’s 
responsibility.

The MP requested concerned 
departments to coordinate with 
the Meteorological Directorate 
in the Transportation and 
Telecommunications Ministry 
and to be prepared for the 
weather fluctuations.

The lawmaker said that 
similar procedures are being 
followed in the neighbouring 
countries including Saudi 
Arabia.

The Meteorological 
Directorate has predicted the 
current weather fluctuations to 
continue until Thursday.

Dusty weather: MP for 
closure of schools

Khalifa Al Ghanem

A rain-soaked street in Manama yesterday. Of late, weather has become unpredictable in 
Bahrain with cloudy skies, dust and haze, affecting normal life

Meteorological Directorate has predicted sharp fluctuations in weather until Thursday
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The Directorate of 
Standardisation and 

Metrology of the Ministry 
of Industry Commerce & 
Tourism yesterday seized 63 
weighing scales from various 
shops in the capital, as it 
did not meet the required 
standards.

The move comes as part 
of the inspection campaign 
launched by the Directorate 
and the Capital General 
Secretariat (formerly 
municipality) to check 
and verify the measuring 

instruments used in 
Manama central market. 

The checks, which began 
from the early hours, were 
carried out in all shops. 
The officials checked the 
weighing balances of 486 
scales in total.

The Directorate later 
announced that 255 out of 
700 weight tools were also 
confiscated from the market.

Standardisation and 
Metrology Chief Mona 
Alalawi urged shop owners 
to verify their measuring 
instruments and get their 
devices checked at the 
Directorate at Bahrain 
Financial Harbour mall.

63 weighing scales 
seized from Manama

The weighing scales seized from the shopkeepers

Weight tools recovered from the market
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Illegal car parking 
racket taking 
residents of 
Manama for a ride

Harpreet Kaur/DTNN
reporter@dt.bh
 
Manama

A three-men car-parking 
racket is denying the 

residents of Manama  their 
right to park in public places. 
Operating on the premises of 
Yateem Centre and Oriental 

Palace Hotel, the men have 
been illegally occupying the 
parking space meant for public 
for the past several years, by 
selling it to their clients for 
BD20 a month.

“All slots are booked for 
this month and we would give 
you a slot from next month 
onwards and that would be 

BD20 per month,” one of the 
three racketeers said when DT 
News approached for a car 
parking space.

DT News also saw these 
men harassing motorists who 
tried to park in that area. 

One of the men in the group 
who is in charge of parking 
the vehicle did not even have 

a driving licence, DT News has 
learnt.

“We have been living in this 
locality for the past 30 years 
and this has been going on 
ever since. Whenever someone 
try to park they harass them 
and do not allow them to park 
in the area,” said a resident.

 “If you need parking space 
just pay them their monthly 
fee and they will arrange 
everything for you,” a security 
guard at one of the  shops  
said.

Exclusive CCTV footages 
collected from the area (see 
pictures) showed the three 
men come at 4:00am every 
day and occupy the space 
for their clients, operating 
from the comfort of a tree, 
opposite Oriental Palace  
Hotel. 

They occupy the entire 
space a day before with their 
cars or setting up barricades. 
The group then come at 
4:00am and arrange the whole 
place for their clients. They 
roam around the area until 
7pm when all their clients are 
gone. They use three travel 
handbags under the tree to 
keep all the car keys of their 
customers.

The CCTV footages clearly 
show how the parking space 
has been monopolised and 
how the entire area is empty 
without any cars and slowly 
their customers occupy 
the parking area. DT News 
spotted one of them with 
approximately 30 car keys at 
a time.

When spoke to Mohammed 
Ali Alkhozaae. Chairman of 
Capital Municipal Council, he 
said, “We have marked the 
area and we are working on 
installing parking meters. 
We are looking into this 
matter and we would 
solve the issue as 
soon as we could 
and make sure there 
is no inconvenience 
for the residents in 
that area. Necessary 
legal actions will also 
be taken.” 
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A gang has been 
occupying parking 

space near Yatheem 
Centre for the 

past several years 
denying parking 
rights for public

The parking area at 7:00 am,  before the clients come 

After a few hours the whole parking area is being occupied 

One of the group members sitting at their favourite spot 

The spot where the members of the group sits.

A member of the gang with a bunch of car keys
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The Board of Directors of Arab Insurance Group (B.S.C.) “Arig” is pleased to inform its 
shareholders that the dividend cheques will be ready for collection from Thursday 30 March 
2017. Shareholders who are recorded on Arig’s share register as at the end of trading date 
20 March 2017 (settlement date: 22 March 2017) are eligible to receive US$ 0.05 per share 
as dividend and are requested to contact Arig’s Registrar Karvy Computershare W.L.L. at 
the address shown below to receive their dividends for the year ended 31 December 2016.

Karvy Computershare W.L.L. (Registrar)
Office No. 74, 7th Floor, Zamil Tower,
Building 31, Road 383, Block 305, 
P.O. Box 514, Manama,
Kingdom of Bahrain
Tel: +973-17215080
Fax: +973-17212055
Email: bahrain.helpdesk@karvy.com  

Requirements to receive the dividends

Shareholders based in Bahrain:
•	 In case a shareholder is collecting the dividends in person, the shareholder should present 

a copy of his/her valid ID or passport.
•	 In case an authorized person is collecting the dividends on behalf of the shareholder, 

copies of the ID or the passport of both the shareholder and the authorized person along 
with the authorization letter should be presented.

Shareholders registered at Dubai Financial Market (DFM):
•	 Dividends will be distributed to the shareholders registered at Dubai Financial Market as 

per the payment method registered with DFM (iVESTOR or Bank transfer). For inquiries 
please contact: +971 4 3055555 or Email: customerservice@dfm.ae

Shareholders based in all other locations:
•	 Shareholders based in all other locations are requested to contact the Registrar with their 

postal address, following which, dividend cheques will be sent by registered post to their 
address.

For further information, please contact:
Investor Relations department, Arab Insurance Group (B.S.C.), Tel: +973 17544112 or  
Email: investor@arig.com.bh or the Registrar at the address mentioned above.

Shareholders are hereby also requested to update their records in the Arig’s shareholder’s 
portal available at www.arig.net

DISTRIBUTION  OF DIVIDEND FOR THE YEAR 2016

Arig House, Diplomatic Area, P.O. Box 26992, Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain, 
Tel: +973 17544444, Fax: +973 17531155 C.R. No. 10701 - www.arig.net

Arab Insurance Group (B.S.C.) – A reinsurance firm regulated by the Central Bank of Bahrain
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The recent visit of Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme 

Commander and First Deputy 
Prime Minister, HRH Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
to the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) will enhance relations 
between the two countries and 
promote unity among member 
nations of GCC, said Prime 
Minister, HRH Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa.

The Prime Minister made 
the statement while chairing 
the regular weekly Cabinet 
session attended by the Crown 
Prince at Gudaibiya Palace 
yesterday.

The Prime Minister lauded 
the positive outcomes of the 
Crown Prince Salman’s talks 
with Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan.

In a statement, Cabinet 
Secretary-General, Dr 

Yasser bin Isa Al-Nasser 
said that the session lauded 
the solid fraternal Bahraini-
UAE relations. The Premier 
congratulated the King of 

Saudi Arabia, Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques, Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud on the 
success of his recent Asian tour 
and stated that the results of 

the visit will be positive for the 
GCC member nations.

“The success of King 
Salman’s visits is a success for 
all of us,” the Premier said.

In a separate statement, 
the Prime Minister lauded 
the launch of the ‘Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka 
bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa’s 
Global Award for Women 
Empowerment’, noting that the 
move reflects Bahrain’s success 
in empowering women.

The session approved a 
proposal submitted by the 
Council of Representatives to 
launch an award for creativity 
and quality of government 
action. 

Cabinet lauds Prince 
Salman’s UAE visit

The Cabinet in session with Prime Minister HRH Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa at its chair

Mohammed Zafran/DTNN
zafran@dt.bh

A cyber security laboratory 
for developing solutions 

and to address the threat of 
ever growing cyber attacks was 
launched yesterday. 

The laboratory launched by 
C5, a technology investment 
firm, at its premises in 
Sanabis, is reported to spread 
awareness on cyber security 
breaches and help develop 
solutions to address the 
growing cyber attacks in the  
MENA region. 

The lab will also work as a 
space for seminars and training 
workshops. “It will serve 
as a stage for strengthening 
partnerships between public 
and private sectors.” said 
Hadyah Fathalla, executive 
director, C5. 

“The resurfacing of 
Shamoon virus that crippled 
Aramco’s computers in 2012, 
was described by former US 
Defence secretary Panetta as 
the most destructive cyber 
attack on a private business. 
This was just one of many 
attacks that highlighted the 
real threat of cyber crime in the 
region,” Fathalla said. “Bahrain’s 
proximity to Saudi and its 
continued growth in finance 
and ICT, among other relevant 
industries, positions it well to 
serve as a regional hub,” she said.

Principal cyber security 

experts made speeches on the 
occasion.

Ron Moultrie, former 
director of operations, US 
National Security Agency, 
said, “The initiative will 
bring together the best cross-
industry and sector minds 
to build awareness, create 
better understanding as 
well as explore and develop 
cutting edge solutions, and 
inspire innovations in the 
cyber security space. It is an 
honour for me to participate 
in the opening of the lab. 
This represents an incredible 
opportunity for Bahrain and 
the GCC to become an area of 

excellence in this field,” he said.
Christian Stendevad, 

Executive Vice President 
of Omada highlighted the 
importance of cyber attaacks 
and security threat. “Cyber 
security must be a high priority 
to protect IP, confidential 
and personal data and 
systems. The right IT cyber 
security infrastructure needs 
appropriate governance 
processes to enforce right 
controls,” he said.

The lab will have an active 
monthly calendar of events 
to engage GCC governments, 
enterprises and academic 
institutions.

Lab to check cyber 
attack launched

Guests gathered at the launch ceremony of the lab.
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better understanding as 
well as explore and develop 
cutting edge solutions, and 
inspire innovations in the 
cyber security space. It is an 
honour for me to participate 
in the opening of the lab. 
This represents an incredible 
opportunity for Bahrain and 
the GCC to become an area of 

excellence in this field,” he said.
Christian Stendevad, 

Executive Vice President 
of Omada highlighted the 
importance of cyber attaacks 
and security threat. “Cyber 
security must be a high priority 
to protect IP, confidential 
and personal data and 
systems. The right IT cyber 
security infrastructure needs 
appropriate governance 
processes to enforce right 
controls,” he said.

The lab will have an active 
monthly calendar of events 
to engage GCC governments, 
enterprises and academic 
institutions.

Lab to check cyber 
attack launched

Guests gathered at the launch ceremony of the lab.



6 Tuesday, March 21, 2017

Success is a funny thing. It means different things to different people, but there is 
no disputing the fact that everyone wants it. What is funny is that not everyone 

achieves it in the same way or indeed at the same pace. To some it seems to come 
too easily, but to others after a very long struggle, if at all. 

Rather than getting disheartened, it is a far better idea to understand that it is 
important to never give up, because success is yours for the taking. The only reason 
you haven’t found it is that you looked in the wrong place. So rather than mop and 
moan, which will amount to nothing, you have to look someplace else. Find it, you 
will.

Did you know that Thomas A. Edison tested a mind boggling 6000 materials to 
be used as the filament in the new improved electric light bulb he was designing, 
before he zeroed in on carbonized bamboo? Edison wasn’t an exception. You would 
be surprised at the kind of disappointments and heart-breaks most super achievers 
and celebrities faced when they started off. It was only because they were made of 
sterner stuff and knew that success could be theirs if they didn’t stop seeking it, did 
they achieve what they always desired.

It’s not for nothing that Winston Churchill once said, “Success consists of going 
from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm.” Take the case of the billionaire 
authoress JK Rowling, who achieved the super success she did by writing the 
Harry Porter series of books only after she had had a string of miserable failures. 
This included a failed marriage, penury and twelve consecutive rejections of 
the manuscript of the book that she had so painstakingly created, by indifferent 
publishers. Most people would have thrown in the towel, but she did not and look 
at her now.

Did you also know that Walt Disney was given the boot by a newspaper editor 
because he apparently lacked imagination?! Even the first animation company he 
founded went under and before he finally received financial backing for Disney 
World, his proposal was turned down a record 302 times! If these worthies could fail 
so spectacularly and yet attain unbelievable success, it was not on account of good 
fortune shining on them, but because they chased after success relentlessly. 

Didn’t Paulo Coelho once say, “And, when you want something, all the universe 
conspires in helping you to achieve it?” This notable formula for achieving success 
has always been known to man since ages. It is part of the cultural ethos of mankind. 
This explains why there are so many phrases and idioms that extol the virtue of 
persistence- fortune favors the brave, when the going gets tough the tough get going, 
if at first you don’t success, try, try, try again, and so on.

Like all good things in life success does not come easy, you have to work for it. 
One may turn around and talk about people who inherit fortunes or win lotteries 
and claim that these people achieved success without working hard for it. Well that’s 
not true at all. Inherited money is never seen, as a sign of success. If the person 
inheriting the money wants to grow or even maintain their inheritance they will 
have to work hard at it. Else they may just blow up their fortune and even if they 
don’t; you really don’t think that they would be considered worthy role-models? 

In fact, if you ask the child of an ace sportsperson or an iconic actor who decided 
to take up  their parent’s profession, they would tell you that it is doubly hard for 
them to prove their worth, for they would forever live in their famous parent’s 
shadow! Often they take a lifetime to be recognized for who they are rather than 
whose progeny they are. So success by its very intrinsic nature demands that you 
earn it.

The difference between those who achieve success and those who don’t is in 
the latter giving up at some stage in their striving for it. If you don’t give up, no 
matter what, you are bound to succeed, even on account of the mathematical law of 
probability! This is not a light remark. One can practically check out the veracity of 
the fact. It could be anybody at any stage of life.

Persistence and positivity in the face of adversity swings things in one’s favour 
in many ways including physiological. It is proven science that positivity changes 
the neural pathways that carry messages from the brain to the rest of the body in a 
positive way. This in a sense programs a person to succeed and do well. Once you 
start believing that you will achieve success you will on your own start taking the 
right decisions that will inexorably put you on the path to success.

Talk to any successful person and they will tell you that it was self-belief more than 
anything else that got them where they were. Sure there was a lot of strife, struggle 
and disappointment along the way, but because of their tremendous self-belief they 
persevered. There inevitable success came a time when they hit the sweet spot and 
after that there was no looking back. You could compare this to a supersonic aircraft 
approaching the sound barrier. There is turbulence and there is a booming sound 
at the time it goes through it, but after that there is sheer speed and exhilaration.

We all have it in us to crash through the sound barriers in our lives and achieve 
the desired speed or success that truly belongs to us. But in order for that to happen 
we have to step up the speed and apply total focus on the task ahead. If we slacken 
speed the desired success will forever elude our grasp. It is in staying the course and 
surging ahead with all we got that our salvation lies. Go for broke.

“I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000 
ways that won’t work.”- Thomas A. Edison

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the policy or 
position of this newspaper.)

Arunita Praharaj/DTNN
news@dt.bh

Manama

Think about key skills needed 
in today’s workplace: problem 

solving, analytical thinking and 
the ability to work independently. 
What do they all have in common? 
They’re all related to STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
and math).

GCC students give lesser 
importance to STEM skills to find 
a job as compared to their expat 
contemporaries, a new research 
has found.        

The study shows that while 
GCC parents are more educated 
their children tend to believe they 
do not need science, technology, 
engineering and math skills to get 
a job in future. 

‘Wasta’ or family connections 
is considered more important in 
local families than attaining skills 
in finding jobs after a student gets 
graduated, the study published in 
the Digest of Middle East Studies 
said. 

“According to the data, 
pupils in the Gulf tend to link 
STEM education with future job 
prospects “the least” when both 
parents are Gulf nationals, and 
“the most” when both parents 
are expats or non-nationals,” 
said Dr Alexander Wiseman, 
of Lehigh University in the US, 
who co-authored the study with 
researchers from University 
of Dammam and King Saud 
University in Saudi Arabia.

“Across the GCC, non-
nationals who have neither 
parent born in the country 
have the highest reported mean 

expectations that they will get a 
job using science or math,” he 
said.

Dr Wiseman’s research 
revealed that expatriate pupils 
outperformed locals in science 
and exceeded the international 
average score by 41 points.

According to Dr S Misra, 
professor at AMA International 
University, reflections of the 
research in elementary and 
higher-education institutions 
of Bahrain say well-to-do local 
students often feel entitled to a 
job in their nation and prefer 
taking up subjects such as 
English, business studies rather 
than technical ones. On the other 
hand, expat students tend to find 
a job in every sector as they focus 
more on STEM skills. 

 “While there are exceptions to 
the case, there is a strong need to 
create awareness among students 
to enhance their STEM skills 
as these form the foundation 
for other skills. Our university 
is working on a project called 
‘Teaching Tactics’ that not only 
creates awareness but also works 
towards making math and science 
more interesting,” Dr Misra said.

Professor Odeh Al-Jayyousi, 
Head of Innovation and 
Technology Management at the 
Arabian Gulf University, said 
that the phenomenon was also a 
result of cultural differences and 
traditions. 

He said that generally the 
research would hold true, 
but it would be important to 
understand that expats looked 
out for long-term sustainability 
in their careers and traditionally 
opted for STEM subjects. This is 
not just limited to the Gulf but 
a world-wide paradigm which is 
on the rise. 

“We as educators must 
encourage students to pursue 
what their heart desires rather 
than limiting them to a certain 
branch. After all, innovation and 
enlightenment are acquired from 
a merger of technical, artistic 
and philosophical skills,” said 
Al-Jayyousi.

The study used statistics 
to evaluate the STEM skills 
of students in more than 60 
countries and then segregated the 
data according to nationality for 
comparisons between local and 
expatriate students in the GCC. 

Expats outdo 
GCC students 
in STEM skills

National Health Regulatory Authority CEO Dr Mariam Al Jalahma is seen exchanging the signed con-
tract with the Dataflow. The contract is meant to implement the NHRA’s strategic healthcare plan of 
2016-2020. The contract will make the Dataflow responsible for verifying documents submitted by 
healthcare professionals as part of their application for license to practice in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Cheer for Healthcare
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Kuwait lawyer seeks 
ban on expat drivers

•	 Bahrain	 Airport	 Company	 (BAC)	 is	 responsible	 for	 managing	 and	 operating	 Bahrain	
International	 Airport	 in	 line	 with	 the	 Company’s	 strategy,	 which	 aims	 at	 elevating	 the	
Kingdom’s	aviation	industry	and	making	it	a	major	contributor	to	the	GDP.	

•	 Bahrain	 Airport	 Company	 invites	 interested	 local	 Contractors	 who	 are	 qualified	 and	
experienced	in	infrastructure	works	to	submit	their	prequalification	documents	to	tender	
for	the Infrastructure works related to Maintenance Repair & Overhaul (MRO) Hangar 
at Bahrain International Airport.	The	work	comprises	mainly	of	Aircraft	parkings,	new	
Taxiway,	 AGL	 lighting,	 substation,	 engine	 run	 up	 area,	 compass	 calibration	 pad,	 and	
overall	 infrastructure	modification	works	associated	with	 the	project.	For	any	enquires	
or	 assistance	 related	 to	 the	 e-tendering,	 please	 contact	 the	 help	 desk	 on	 Tel:	 +973-
17566617.	For	more	 information	please	contact	 the	purchasing	department	of	Bahrain	
Airport	Company	Tel:	+973-17353385	or	+973-17353286

•	 Interested	 contractors	 with	 relevant	 experience	 are	 kindly	 requested	 to	 collect	 the	
appropriate	 documents	 online	 through	 the	 Bahrain	 Tender	 Board’s	 portal	 https://
etendering.tenderboard.gov.bh from Tuesday 24th January, 2017.

•	 Duly	filled	prequalification	applications	along	with	the	necessary	supporting	documents	of	
the	company	shall	be	deposited	in	sealed	envelopes	in	the	prequalification	box	provided	
at	 the	 Tender	 submission	 office	 at	 the	 following	 address	 on	 the	date	 specified	 above	
before	1:30	pm:

Tender	Board	Office
7th	Floor,	Almoayyed	Tower
Seef	District,	
Manama,	Kingdom	of	Bahrain
Tel.	+973-17566666

•	 The	 Envelopes	 shall	 be	marked	with	 “Infrastructure works related to Maintenance 
Repair & Overhaul (MRO) Hangar at Bahrain International Airport – Prequalification 
documents” without	any	identification	of	the	Contractor.

•	 The	submitted	prequalification	application	shall	be	in	the	arrangement	of	one	original	hard	
copy	and	two	electronic	copies	(pdf	format).

•	 Bahrain	Airport	Company,	and	after	review	and	evaluation	of	the	submitted	applications,	
will	 invite	 the	short	 listed	 respondents	 to	participate	 in	a	Request	 for	Proposal	 for	 the	
intended	project.

Prequalification Title
Prequalification 

No.
Doc. Fees

Prequalification 
Closing 

Date Time

Infrastructure works 
related to Maintenance 

Repair & Overhaul (MRO) 
Hangar at Bahrain 

International Airport - 
Prequalification

BAC/195/2017
BD 25/-

non-refundable

Wednesday 
22 February 

2017

1:30
pm

BAHRAIN AIRPORT COMPANY (S.P.C.) wishes to invite local companies through this open public invitation 

to submit their prequalification applications for the following services:
BAHRAIN AIRPORT COMPANY (S.P.C.) wishes to invite proposals for the following Public 
Tender:

Tenderers are requested to purchase tender documents online through the Bahrain Tender Board’s 
portal   https:// etendering.tenderboard.gov.bh from Tuesday 21st March, 2017.

For any enquires or assistance related to the e-tendering, please contact the help desk on Tel: 17566617 
email: helpdesk@tenderboard.gov.bh

For more information please contact the Purchasing Department of Bahrain Airport Company, 
Tel: 17353286 

Deposit each Tender Submission in the tender box provided at the TENDER BOARD’S OFFICES AT 
AL MOAYYED TOWER, SEEF AREA (7th FLOOR) on the above date before 13: 30 L.T.  along with an 
initial bond for the amount specified above or at the rate of 1% of the quotation value whichever amount 
is the lesser, provided that no initial Bond’s value shall be less than BD 100/-, in the form of a Certified 
Cheque, Bank Guarantee or Insurance Policy valid for the duration specified in the tender documents.

The Tender will be submitted along with an initial bond for the amount specified above, in the form of a 
Certified Cheque or Bank Guarantee valid for the duration specified in the tender documents. Failure to 
submit Initial Bond shall disqualify the tender. The initial bond should be part of the financial bid.

Articles of the Decree by Law No. 36 for 2002, regarding the regulation of Government Tenders and 
Purchases, together with its executive regulations issued in Decree No. 37 for 2002, must be observed 
www.tenderboard.gov.bh

The following conditions must also be observed:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

1.   Submit the Grand Prices and Unit Prices (according to conditions) on Form No. TB 02.

2.   The submitted application shall be in the arrangement of one original hard copy and two electronic 
copies (pdf format).

3.   All documents submitted as part of the tender (original or copies) must bear the stamp of your Com-
pany/Establishment.

4.   Enclose a copy of the Commercial Registration Certificate for the current year, which must include 
the Tender Subject as one of its activities.

5.   Enclose a copy of a valid Certificate of Compliance with the Employment Percentage for Bahraini 
Manpower issued by Ministry of Labour.

This advertisement is considered as complementary to the Tender Documents.•

Kuwait City

A Kuwaiti lawyer filed a 
lawsuit yesterday seeking 

a temporary driving ban on 
millions of expatriates to ease 
traffic congestion in the oil-
rich Gulf state.

Lawyer Mohammad 
al-Ansari called for a temporary 
suspension of their driving 
licences and a total ban on 
issuing new licences for expats.

He filed the lawsuit on 
behalf of a number of Kuwaiti 
citizens affected by traffic 
problems, Ansari told in a 
written statement.

“The traffic problem in 
the country has reached 
an unbearable phase,” said 
the lawyer, adding that the 
government had failed to 
resolve it.

Ansari said the suspension 
should stay in force until new 
regulations are introduced to 
curb traffic jams, although 
certain professions should be 
exempted.

Around 3.1 million 
foreigners, most of them 
Asians, live and work in Kuwait 

alongside 1.35 million citizens.
For the past decade, 

authorities have imposed very 
strict rules on expatriates to 
obtain a driver’s licence.

Most foreigners are required 
to hold a university degree, 
earn 600 dinars ($2,000) a 
month and have lived legally 

in the emirate for at least two 
years before a license is issued.

Their high number has 
been criticised by lawmakers 
and activists, with several MPs 
calling for it to be lowered 
to the same level as Kuwaiti 
citizens within five years.

Others have called for taxes 
to be slapped on their money 
transfers out of Kuwait. (AFP)

Lawyer Ansari 
called for a  total 

ban on issuing 
new licenses for 

expatriates

Dubai

Dubai yesterday completed 
a solar plant big enough 

to power 50,000 homes as part 
of a plan to generate three-
quarters of its energy from 
renewables by 2050.

The 200 megawatt plant 
sprawls over 4.5 square 
kilometres of desert.

It is the second phase of 
the Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al-Maktoum Solar Park, which 
is set to pump out a total of 
1,000 megawatts by 2020, the 
Dubai Electricity and Water 
Authority said.

DEWA chief Saeed al-Tayer 
said the operators would sell 
power to the public utility 
company. 

The project is the “largest 
and first solar power project of 
its kind in the region”, he said.

Dubai harvests 
desert sun at 
vast solar plant 

Employees walk at Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum Solar Park

Amman

Jordan’s Supreme Court 
yesterday ruled against the 

extradition of a woman placed 
on the US Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s “Most Wanted 
Terrorist” list.

The court upheld a ruling 
that had been previously issued 
by an appeals court, the official 
Petra news agency reported.

Ahlam Aref Ahmad 
Al-Tamimi was blacklisted by 
the United States in March and 
charged with “conspiring to use 
a weapon of mass destruction 
against US nationals outside 
the US, resulting in death”.

The US Justice Department 
said Tamimi, now in her mid-
30s, escorted a suicide bomber 
to Jerusalem on August 9, 2001, 
where he detonated a bomb.

The bomb killed 15, 
including two Americans, and 
wounded another 122.

Tamimi was arrested and 
put on trial, where she pleaded 
guilty, and sentenced in 2003 to 
16 life prison terms.

She was released in a 2011 
Israeli prisoner swap with the 
Palestinian Islamist movement 

Hamas.
She faces a possible 

execution or life in prison if she 
is captured, tried and convicted 
in the United States.

Petra news agency, quoting 

a judicial source, said the 
extradition cannot go through 
because Jordan’s parliament 
has never ratified an extradition 
agreement with the United 
States signed in March 1995.

Jordan rejects ‘Most Wanted’ 
woman’s extradition to US

Brussels

The EU yesterday placed 
four high-ranking Syrian 

army officers on a sanctions 
blacklist targeting the regime 
of President Bashar al-Assad 
over chemical weapons attacks 
on civilians.

The decision brings to 
239 the number of Syrian 
individuals hit with travel bans 
or asset freezes over the violent 
suppression of civilians since 
a civil war erupted in 2011, 
according to a European Union 
statement.

“The EU added these four 
persons for their role in the  
use of chemical weapons 
against the civilian population, 
in line with the EU’s policy  
to fight the proliferation and 
use of chemical weapons,” it 
said.

EU sanctions four over chemical attacks

Representation image

A Most Wanted Terrorist poster issued by the FBI shows photos 
of Ahlam Aref Ahmad Al-Tamimi
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Islamic Finance News 
Publication has announced 

Citi as the winner of four 
top awards during its annual 
ceremony recently held in 
Dubai. 

Citi was honoured with the 
Syndicated Deal of the Year 
Award, Overall Deal of the 
Year Award and UAE Deal of 
the Year Award. Citi was also 
announced as the winner of 
the Indonesia Deal of the Year 
Award. 

The award recognised 

excellence, achievement and 
leadership in the Islamic 
finance industry. It awarded 
winners in the 2016 Deals of 
the Year, Best Banks, Service 
Providers Poll and Law 
Awards.

Usman Ahmed, CEO 
of Citi Islamic and Head of 

Citi for Bahrain, Kuwait and 
Qatar received the Overall 
Deal of the Year Award and 
commented: “The awards are 
a testament to our capabilities 
in delivering world class 
Sharia compliant solutions to 
our clients across the globe”.

Citi currently offers 
full scale corporate and 
investment banking services 
across ten Arab countries 
including Bahrain, UAE, 
Qatar, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia, 
Morocco, and Algeria.
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Manama 

Al Baraka Banking Group’s  
(ABG) Ordinary and 

Extra-ordinary General 
Meetings yesterday approved 
Cash Dividend Payouts and 
Bonus Shares to Shareholders 
of US$68.9 million. 
Consolidated financial 
statements for the financial 
year ended 31 December 2016 
were also approved.

Financial results for year 
2016 showed an increase of 7 
per cent in the total operating 
income to US$1.08 billion, 
with a 9pc increase in net 
operating income to US$507 
million. 

After a 6pc rise in operating 
expenses, due to investment 
in expanding branch network, 
and increase in provisions, the 
group achieved a net income 
of US$268m. Assets totalled 
US$23.4bn at the 2016-
year end, showing a slight 

reduction from the previous 
year due to the strong US 
Dollar. However, in terms of 
the local currencies total assets 
grew by 18pc. 

The meeting, held at Al 
Baraka headquarters in 
Bahrain Bay, approved the 
transfer of 10pc of the net 

income amounting to 
US$15,154,458 to the statutory 
reserve, the distribution 
US$11,396,304 as cash 
dividend to the shareholders 
amounting to a 1 US Cent for 
each share equal to 1pc of the 
par value of the share, and the 
transfer of US$ 124,993,819 to 

the retained earnings.
The ordinary general 

meeting approved the 
distribution of bonus shares to 
shareholders, amounting to 1 
share for every 20 fully paid up 
shares (totaling US$57,460,923 
and equal to 5pc of the 
issued and paid up capital) 

from the retained earnings 
subject to the required official  
approvals.

The meeting also approved 
remuneration of US$1.5m to 
the directors and reappointed 
Ernst and Young as Auditors 
for the financial year ending 31 
December 2017. 

Approval was given to the 
payment of the shareholders’ 
Zakat (on the distributable 
dividends as of 31 December 
2016) of 25.78 US Cents 
for each 1,000 shares, and 
authorised the management 
to pay US$4,021,457 as Zakat 
on behalf of the shareholders, 
to be deducted directly from 
the retained earnings.

The Extraordinary General 
Meeting (EGM) approved 
the increase of the issued 
and paid up share capital 
from US$1,149,218,451 to 
US$1,206,679,374 by the 
transfer of US$57,460,923 to 
the Share Capital and the issue 
of bonus shares of 1 share for 
every 20 fully paid up shares 
to the shareholders. 

The EGM approved the 
recommendation of the Board 
of Directors to issue Sukuk 
amounting up to US$500m in 
one or multiple issuances. 

Al Baraka AGM gives 
nod to FY16 dividends

Citi wins
4 awards

Adnan Ahmed Yousif, Chief Executive Abdulla Ammar Al Saudi, Vice Chairman Shaikh Saleh Abdullah Kamel, Chairman

Supercars, bikes dazzle 
Batelco Motor show
Manama

Batelco’s annual Motor 
Show was hailed a huge 

success by participants and 
spectators. The event held on 
March 17 at Batelco’s Hamala 
Headquarters was organised by 
the Company’s Youth Segment. 

The activities included a Car 
display followed by awards 
for the best three cars in each 
category, and a Motor Bike 
display followed by awards for 
the best three motor bikes in 
each category. Visitors at the 
event also got involved in the 
voting with a special category, 
Best of the Best, where the 
audience voted for the best car 
and best bike.

Prizes were awarded for 
first, second and third place in 
17 categories with first place 
winners receiving BD200, 
a trophy and a certificate; 
2nd place winners received 

BD100 plus a trophy and 
certificate while 3rd place 
winners received a trophy and 
certificate. The Best of the Best 
winner in the Bike category 
was presented with a diamond 
watch sponsored by Yousuf A. 
Wahab Al Hawaj & Sons while 
the Best of the Best Car winner 
took home a Nikon Camera 
sponsored by Ashrafs. 

Batelco Bahrain CEO Muna 
Al Hashemi said, “The show 
attracted an amazing array 
of cars and bikes, many of 
which are works of precision 
and beauty. With the addition 
of music, food, activities 
and special offers, there was 
something to please everyone.”

Y.K. Almoayyed & Sons (YKA) was honoured by Lukoil, one of the largest Oil and Gas 
Company, Russian origin, for outstanding sales performance for the year 2016. The award 
was presented to Farouk Almoayyed – Chairman at YKA, by Victor Zhuravskiy – CEO at Lukoil 
Lubricants, during a courtesy visit at YKA head office in Manama. Above, Farouk Almoayyed 
receiving the award from Victor Zhuravskiy in presence of William D’souza- Sales Director 
Lukoil, (second from left) Asif P.T. – Regional Sales Manager, Lukoil (first from left) Abdul Aziz 
Jassim , Executive Director (second from right) and Georgekutty Thomas – General Manager 
(first from right)

Batelco Bahrain CEO
Muna Al Hashemi

Batelco management with two of the winners
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shares (totaling US$57,460,923 
and equal to 5pc of the 
issued and paid up capital) 

from the retained earnings 
subject to the required official  
approvals.

The meeting also approved 
remuneration of US$1.5m to 
the directors and reappointed 
Ernst and Young as Auditors 
for the financial year ending 31 
December 2017. 

Approval was given to the 
payment of the shareholders’ 
Zakat (on the distributable 
dividends as of 31 December 
2016) of 25.78 US Cents 
for each 1,000 shares, and 
authorised the management 
to pay US$4,021,457 as Zakat 
on behalf of the shareholders, 
to be deducted directly from 
the retained earnings.

The Extraordinary General 
Meeting (EGM) approved 
the increase of the issued 
and paid up share capital 
from US$1,149,218,451 to 
US$1,206,679,374 by the 
transfer of US$57,460,923 to 
the Share Capital and the issue 
of bonus shares of 1 share for 
every 20 fully paid up shares 
to the shareholders. 

The EGM approved the 
recommendation of the Board 
of Directors to issue Sukuk 
amounting up to US$500m in 
one or multiple issuances. 

Al Baraka AGM gives 
nod to FY16 dividends

Citi wins
4 awards

Adnan Ahmed Yousif, Chief Executive Abdulla Ammar Al Saudi, Vice Chairman Shaikh Saleh Abdullah Kamel, Chairman

Supercars, bikes dazzle 
Batelco Motor show
Manama

Batelco’s annual Motor 
Show was hailed a huge 

success by participants and 
spectators. The event held on 
March 17 at Batelco’s Hamala 
Headquarters was organised by 
the Company’s Youth Segment. 

The activities included a Car 
display followed by awards 
for the best three cars in each 
category, and a Motor Bike 
display followed by awards for 
the best three motor bikes in 
each category. Visitors at the 
event also got involved in the 
voting with a special category, 
Best of the Best, where the 
audience voted for the best car 
and best bike.

Prizes were awarded for 
first, second and third place in 
17 categories with first place 
winners receiving BD200, 
a trophy and a certificate; 
2nd place winners received 

BD100 plus a trophy and 
certificate while 3rd place 
winners received a trophy and 
certificate. The Best of the Best 
winner in the Bike category 
was presented with a diamond 
watch sponsored by Yousuf A. 
Wahab Al Hawaj & Sons while 
the Best of the Best Car winner 
took home a Nikon Camera 
sponsored by Ashrafs. 

Batelco Bahrain CEO Muna 
Al Hashemi said, “The show 
attracted an amazing array 
of cars and bikes, many of 
which are works of precision 
and beauty. With the addition 
of music, food, activities 
and special offers, there was 
something to please everyone.”

Y.K. Almoayyed & Sons (YKA) was honoured by Lukoil, one of the largest Oil and Gas 
Company, Russian origin, for outstanding sales performance for the year 2016. The award 
was presented to Farouk Almoayyed – Chairman at YKA, by Victor Zhuravskiy – CEO at Lukoil 
Lubricants, during a courtesy visit at YKA head office in Manama. Above, Farouk Almoayyed 
receiving the award from Victor Zhuravskiy in presence of William D’souza- Sales Director 
Lukoil, (second from left) Asif P.T. – Regional Sales Manager, Lukoil (first from left) Abdul Aziz 
Jassim , Executive Director (second from right) and Georgekutty Thomas – General Manager 
(first from right)

Batelco Bahrain CEO
Muna Al Hashemi

Batelco management with two of the winners
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Building capacity
Governor Kairat said that the BIBF 

and the AIFC Academy should work 
together to build capacity among the 
AIFC members as well as the greater 
financial industry in Kazakhstan and 
CIS countries.

US$10 billion
Kazakhstan, along 
with other Central Asian 
countries has also experi-
enced significant growth in 
Islamic Finance. Some experts predict 
that the potential market size for Islamic 
financial instruments can easily reach 
US$10 Billion within several years. 

Focus on growth
This was announced while a BIBF delegation 
comprising of the Deputy Director 
Dr. Ahmed al Shaikh and 
Head of Islamic Finance 
Centre  Mujtaba Khalid 
visited Kazakhstan on 
the invitation of Dr. 
Kairat Kelimbetov, 
the Governor AIFC. 

MoU signed
In November last year, BIBF signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with 
the AIFC, Republic of Kazakhstan, to 

develop and strengthen cooperation 
and training and development 

programmes by interchanging 
information and expertise in 
relation to teaching, research 
and thought leadership in 
Islamic Finance.

London

Britain said it will launch the process of leaving the European 
Union on March 29, setting a historic and uncharted 

course to become the first country 
to withdraw from the bloc by 
March 2019. Nine months after the 
stunning referendum vote, Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s government 
will finally trigger Article 50 of 
the EU’s Lisbon Treaty next week, 
starting a two-year departure.

New York

Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates once again topped the 
Forbes magazine list of the world’s more than 2,000 

billionaires, while US President 
Donald Trump slipped more than 
200 spots. Gates, whose wealth is 
estimated at $86 billion, led the 
list for the fourth straight year, 
and has been ranked as the richest 
person in the world for 18 of the 
past 23 years.

Jeff Jones

Britain to launch EU exit process Bill Gates again world’s richest man

President, Uber

It is now clear, however, that the beliefs 
and approach to leadership that have 
guided my career are inconsistent with 
what I saw and experienced at Uber, and I 
can no longer continue 
as president of the 
ridesharing business”

Vodafone, Idea merge

Manama

Seeking to further 
enhance the economic 

activity between Bahrain 
and India, Bahrain India 
Society (BIS) yesterday 
announced launching a major 
membership drive. 

This was announced during 
the society’s first meeting 
held under the chairmanship 
of Mohammed Dadabhai. 

“This will help to create 
greater awareness of the 
potential for economic activity 
between Bahrain and India,” 
said Dadabhai adding that 
the business rules in Bahrain 
have become simpler and 
more business-friendly and 
India itself has transformed 
into a powerhouse economy.

As part, the board 
announced that the 
society would reach out to 

professionals and business 
owners in Bahrain and engage 
with them in the membership 
drive.

“We believe that we should 
step up our engagement 
with entrepreneurs and 
professionals in Bahraini and 
Indian communities to bring 
them together and explore 
ways of working together for 
the benefit of both countries,” 
Dadabhai said. 

Membership benefits 
include access to monthly 
meetings featuring talks 
by Indian and Bahraini 
government and business 
officials, networking with 
potential partners for business 
development and attending 
important conclaves and 
conferences in both countries 
as BIS delegates.

The two-year term of the 

11-member board headed 
by Chairman Mohammed 
Dadabhai will last untill 2019. 

Members include: 
Raj Damani, Vice-
Chairman; V.K. Thomas, 
Secretary General; P S 
Balasubramanyam, Treasurer 
and Board Members: 
Ebrahim Al Ameer, Vijay 
Baloor, Ahmed Jawahery, 
Abdulrahman Mohd Juma, 
Talal Mannai, Jaleel Ansari 
and Manoj Bhatia. Directors 
are Abdulnabi Al Shola, 
Abdulla Juma, Khalid Zayani, 
Jawad Al Hawaj, Mohamed 
Kooheji and Mahmood Soufi.

For more details contact 
Membership Director Manoj 
Bhatia or the society on 
3652 7365, Secretary General 
V K Thomas on 3944 2560 
or Office 17467133 e-mail 
admin@bahindsociety.org.

BIS to boost 
biz activity

Launches membership drive

The board of directors of BIS for 2017-2019

Mumbai

British mobile phone giant 
Vodafone will merge its 

Indian unit with Idea Cellular 
to create India’s largest 
telecoms operator, the firms 
said yesterday. 

“Vodafone Group Plc and 
Idea Cellular today announced 
that they have reached an 
agreement to combine their 

operations in India,” they said 
in a statement to the Bombay 
Stock Exchange (BSE).

“The combined company 
would become the leading 
communications provider 
in India with almost 400 
million customers, 35 per cent 
customer market share and 
41pc revenue market share,” 
the statement added.

The combined Vodafone-
Idea company will overtake 
Bharti Airtel as India’s largest 
network provider.

Shares in Idea initially soared 
following the announcement 
but then tanked to close down 
more than nine percent, with 
reports saying investors were 
worried the deal undervalued 
Idea.

BIBF to provide 
training in 

Kazakhstan
BIBF Islamic Finance Centre has agreed to develop Astana 
International Finance Centre (AIFC) as a hub of the Islamic finance 
for the greater CIS region. The BIBF Islamic Finance Centre shall be 
facilitating the AIFC Academy to build capacity in Islamic finance 
both within and for the larger Kazakh banking sector

“We 
are proud to be 

working with our part-
ners, in Kazakhstan through 

the Astana International 
Finance Centre (AIFC) to facilitate 

Islamic Finance growth to offer 
training and development 

opportunities” 
- Dr. Ahmed AlShaikh
BIBF’s Deputy Director



Fetchr buys
YBA Kanoo’s  
courier unit
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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.4699 0.3732 0.3316

KUWAIT 0.2855 32.4614 0.2826 0.2511

OMAN 0.3849 0.3888 0.3810 0.3385

QATAR 3.6420 3.6791 3.6052 3.2032

UAE 3.6730 3.7105 3.6359 3.2304

SAUDI 3.7500 3.7883 3.7121 3.2982

AUSTRALIA 0.2971 0.2947
BANGLADESH 0.00506 0.00475
CANADA 0.2945 0.2914
DENMARK 0.0569 
EGYPT 0.0361 0.0219
EURO 0.4059 0.4038
HONGKONG 0.04983 0.04943
INDIA  0.00582 0.00577
INDONESIA 0.00002997 0.00002894
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010959 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000294 
JAPAN 0.003520 0.003450
JORDAN 0.5346 0.5351
KOREA 0.00038401 
KUWAIT 1.2580 1.242
MALAYSIA 0.087500 0.0873
NEW ZEALAND 0.2767 0.2744
NORWAY 0.0473 
NEPAL 0.00387 0.00353
OMAN 0.97962 0.98262
PAKISTAN 0.00365 0.00360
PHILIPPINES 0.00777 0.00753
QATAR 0.10381 0.10376
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10061 0.26810
SINGAPORE 0.2730 0.2710
SOUTH AFRICA 0.03120 0.03110
SRI LANKA 0.00277 0.00249
SWEDISH 0.0451 .
SWITZERLAND 0.3826 0.3801
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0123
TAIWAN 0.012800 
THAILAND 0.010990 0.010990
TURKEY 0.1105 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.4796 0.4766
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102800 0.102810
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37800 0.37805
YUAN 0.058500 0.0585

Manama 

Bahrain Bourse (BHB) 
signed an agreement 

with Mubasher Company on 
Thursday, licensing Mubasher 
to commence its market 
making services in Bahrain 
Bourse. 

The agreement was signed 
by Shaikh Khalifa Bin Ebrahim 
Al Khalifa, CEO of Bahrain 
Bourse and Mohammed 
Rasheed Al Ballaa, Chairman 
of Mubasher.

Commenting on the move, 
Shaikh Khalifa pointed out that 
the presence of more than one 
market maker in the Bourse 
will benefit investors and 
improve the services provided 
to them.

Chairman of Mubasher, 
Mohammed Rasheed Al Ballaa 
said the agreement goes in line 
with its long-term strategy to 
enhance presence in Bahrain, 
increase trading activity and 
improve market efficiency. 

BHB approves Mubasher as Market Maker

The agreement was signed by Shaikh Khalifa Bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa, CEO of Bahrain Bourse and 
Mohammed Rasheed Al Ballaa, Chairman of Mubasher

Dubai

Yusuf Bin Ahmed Kanoo 
Group (YBA Kanoo), 

one of the largest family-
owned multinational 
businesses in the Middle 
East, yesterday announced 
that its courier service, 
KRT, have been acquired by  
Fetchr. 

Announcing the deal, 
YBA Kanoo Group CEO, Dr 
Patrick Chenel said, “Fetchr is 
a very successful technology 
driven e-commerce facilitator 
that will provide our 
partnership with an enhanced 
service and exceptional  
experience.”

Fetchr, the UAE-
headquartered technology 
start-up, offers an intuitive 
solution to schedule pickup 
and delivery using mobile 
phone GPS coordinates. 
The app enables peer-to-
peer transactions while 
also facilitating business  
needs.

Commenting on the 
transaction, Fahad Fawzi 
Kanoo, said, “In partnering 
with an innovative solutions 
provider such as Fetchr, 

we are confident that the 
company will bring value 
to the marketplace and a 
satisfying experience for 

individuals and businesses”.
On this association, the 

co-founder of Fetchr, Idriss 
Al Rifai stated, “We are very 

happy to be associated with 
such a Group that has deep 
roots and reach across the 
region” 

From left, Fahad Fawzi Kanoo representative Yusuf Bin Ahmed Kanoo Group and Idris al-Rifai, 
co-founder of Fetchr 

Dr Patrick Chenel - Group 
CEO of YBA Kanoo 
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Dr Patrick Chenel - Group 
CEO of YBA Kanoo 

BMW have 
announced their presence for the 
2017 New York Auto Show with an 
extensive lineup. 

Among the models that will be 
on display starting April 12 are the 
iPerformance cars that include the 
330e, 530e, 740 xDrive, and X5 
xDrive40e. 

All of them combine a 2.0-
liter turbo’d four-banger with 

an electric motor that produces a 
combined output of 248 horses and 
310 pound-feet (420 Nm) of torque in 
the 3-Series and 5-Series, whereas the 
flagship sedan gets 322 horses and 369 

l b - f t 
(500 Nm) 

of torque, and the 
SUV’s powertrain boasts 309 HP. 

Sharing the same space at the BMW 
stand will be the 540i xDrive, with its 
3.0-liter inline-six that yields 335 HP 
and 332 lb-ft (450 Nm) of torque, and 
needs 4.7 seconds to go from naught to 
60 mph (96 km/h). 

The more potent M550i xDrive, 
which runs on an 8-cylinder gasoline 
engine with 456 HP and 480 lb-ft (651 
Nm) of torque will also be on display .

Last, but definitely not least, is the 
M760i xDrive, which integrates a 
12-cylinder gasoline engine producing 
601 HP and 590 lb-ft (800 Nm) of 
torque.   (Carscoops)
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With many manufacturers having revised and raised 

prices across the range of products at the beginning 
of the year for a variety of reasons, now BMW Group, too, is 
revising its prices at the start of the new fiscal year, effective 
April 1.

While the exact changes in price are not specified yet, 
they are reported to go up by an average of 2 per cent across 
the BMW and Mini product lines. At those prices, the 
increment would range from between a few lakh rupees to 
tens of lakhs.  The BMW range currently starts with the 
BMW X1 and the 1 Series, both priced at Rs 31 
lakh. (Topgear)

Audi’s 4th-generation A8 (D5) luxury saloon will make  
its first appearance on July 11 during the ‘Audi Summit’  

in Barcelona, Spain, ahead of a public premiere at the Frankfurt 
Motor Show in September, according to an announcement 

received for the event. 
The new model will combine the more rakish 

and chiseled looks of the Audi Prologue 
Concept series with a slightly larger 

footprint and will be lighter 
than its predecessor. 

(Carscoops)

All - New Audi A8 to debut on July 11 BMWs to get pricier from April 1

Bugatti wins best 
show stand In Geneva

Though the press days ended over a week 
ago, the doors at the Palexpo have just 

now closed to the public, bringing the 2017 
Geneva Motor Show to an end. 

That prize was for the best stand design went 
to Bugatti – the beneficiary of Volkswagen’s 
largess and producer of the multi-million-
dollar Chiron.

The Creativity Award is bestowed by the 
Club de publicité et de communication de 
Genève, just as it has for the past 14 years. 
According to the honored manufacturer, “The 
jury found the efficient design in a small 
exhibition area, the quality of workmanship 
and the details of the stand especially 
convincing.”  (Carscoops)

As a core element of 
its transformation 

journey ‘FutuReady’, Tata 
Motors presented its new 
Passenger Vehicle strategy 
and introduced its new sub-
brand - TAMO. 

The first product 
developed by TAMO 
premiered at the 87th 
Geneva International Motor 
Show on March 7.

Guenter Butschek, MD 
& CEO, Tata Motors, 
said, “The success of our 
transformation journey 
‘ F u t u R e a d y ’ 

is measured by our vision 
and depends on our 
ability to deliver on our 
comprehensive strategies for 
our business units. Our game 
plan addresses six themes - 
top line improvement, cost 
management, structural 
improvements, customer 
centricity, new mobility 
solutions and organizational 
effectiveness.  The 
introduction of TAMO will 
help us to co-design India’s 

automotive footprint by 
taking new technologies and 
mobility concepts as a new 
ecosystem to market.”

TAMO as a new, separated 
vertical will operate in the 
first step on a low volume, 
low investment model to 
provide fast tracked proves 
of technologies and concepts. 

TAMO will provide a 
digital eco-system, which will 
be leveraged by Tata Motors 
to support the mainstream 

business in the future.  
(Indiatoday)

Bugatti’s stand in Geneva Motor Show
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Prime Minister, 
HRH Prince Khal-
ifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa yesterday 
received Crown 
Prince, Deputy Su-
preme Command-
er and First Deputy 
Prime Minister, 
HRH Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa at the Gudaibiya 
Palace. During 
the meeting, the 
Crown Prince ex-
tended an invita-
tion to the Prime 
Minister to attend 
the wedding of 
his son, Shaikh 
Mohammed bin 
Salman Al Khalifa

Minister of Works, Municipalities  
Affairs and  Urban  Planning, Es-
sam Khalaf paid an inspection 
visit to the construction work 
site of Villamar project. The 
minister toured the project site 
and scrutinized the pace of con-
struction works and progress 
made recently. The minister also 
visited the construction site 
near Bahrain Financial Harbour 
(BFH) accompanied with a num-
ber of ministry officials, where 
they were received by represen-
tatives from project consultants, 
contractor and the project’s  
developer

In-line with Bahrain Tourism and Exhibitions Authority’s (BTEA) handicrafts training workshops, the Handicrafts Directorate at BTEA 
launched a specialised gypsum design workshop. The workshop took place in Al Jassrah Training Centre for Handicrafts, and was 
hosted by Abdullatif Al Sabar, an established Moroccan artist with long-standing expertise in gypsum design

Batelco participated 
at Capacity Middle 
East 2017, as a plati-
num sponsor, which 
took place in Dubai 
recently. It was part 
of the Company’s  
increasing focus on 
the global business 
market and a num-
ber of Batelco’s man-
agement officials 
and Batelco Chief  
Global Business Of-
ficer Adel Al-Day-
lami attended the 
event 

On the occasion of 
the International 
Women’s Day, cel-
ebrated globally 
on 8th March, The 
Gulf Hotel Bahrain 
management and 
team organised a 
gathering at the 
hotels ballroom. 
Rahim Abu Omar, 
General Manager 
expressed his ap-
preciation to all of 
the hotels female 
colleagues, high-
lighting on the im-
portance of their 
contributions and 
dedications, in the 
hospitality field

The business delegation of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) headed by Chairman Khalid Almoayed concluded its visit to the Re-
public of the Philippines. The delegation held a meeting with the Philippines Finance Secretary, Carlos Dominguez in the presence of the Special Envoy 
of the President of Republic of Philippines, Dr Amable R Aguiluz, during which Memoranda of Understanding was signed and a number of proposals 
were made. The delegation held another meeting with the Agriculture Undersecretary Bernaderre Romulo-Puyat and discussed the prospect of joint 
business and trade. The delegation included the chamber’s treasurer Isa Al Refaei, Vice-Treasurer Mohamed Sajid, member of the Executive Bureau 
Ahmed bin Hindi, board member Khulood Al Qattan , Head of the coffee shops and restaurants Committee Ahmed Al Saloom and other BCCI members
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preciation to all of 
the hotels female 
colleagues, high-
lighting on the im-
portance of their 
contributions and 
dedications, in the 
hospitality field

The business delegation of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) headed by Chairman Khalid Almoayed concluded its visit to the Re-
public of the Philippines. The delegation held a meeting with the Philippines Finance Secretary, Carlos Dominguez in the presence of the Special Envoy 
of the President of Republic of Philippines, Dr Amable R Aguiluz, during which Memoranda of Understanding was signed and a number of proposals 
were made. The delegation held another meeting with the Agriculture Undersecretary Bernaderre Romulo-Puyat and discussed the prospect of joint 
business and trade. The delegation included the chamber’s treasurer Isa Al Refaei, Vice-Treasurer Mohamed Sajid, member of the Executive Bureau 
Ahmed bin Hindi, board member Khulood Al Qattan , Head of the coffee shops and restaurants Committee Ahmed Al Saloom and other BCCI members
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In-line with Bahrain Tourism and Exhibitions Authority’s (BTEA) handicrafts training workshops, the Handicrafts Directorate at BTEA 
launched a specialised gypsum design workshop. The workshop took place in Al Jassrah Training Centre for Handicrafts, and was 
hosted by Abdullatif Al Sabar, an established Moroccan artist with long-standing expertise in gypsum design

Mothers Day was celebrated at Quality Education School (QES) at their Kanoo Gar-
den Campus and Maqaba Campus. Parents were invited for the occasion where the 
students made special cards and sang songs for their mothers.

Fakhro Restaurants Company-McDonald’s signed an agreement with AlMabarrah AlKhalifia 
Foundation (MKF) to sponsor one of the scholarship seats of Rayaat Programme for the aca-
demic year 2017-2018 to 2021 -2022. Commenting on the signing ceremony, Director of Fakhro 
Restaurants Company, Abdulla Adel Fakhro, emphasized on the company’s commitment in col-
laborating with the public and private sector organizations in order to provide a comprehensive 
Corporate Social Responsibility program geared at supporting sports and education

The Gulf Hotel Bah-
rain Convention and 
Spa recently hosted 
a group of Chinese 
delegation and ex-
plained the hotels 
unique leisure and 
business facilities. 
Director of Business 
Development and 
Strategies, Ali Amral-
la gave a brief over-
view to the delega-
tions on the hotels 
background, achieve-
ments, facilities and 
future projects 

Supreme Council for 
Youth & Sport Chair-
man, Bahrain Olympic 
Committee President & 
Royal Charity Organisa-
tion (RCO) Chairman 
HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, at-
tended the Isa Royal 
Military College gradu-
ation ceremony of the 
candidate officers who 
are going to join the 
Royal Military Acad-
emy -Sandhurst in the 
UK. HH Shaikh Nasser 
urged candidate of-
ficers to avail of the 
curricular and training 
provided by Sandhurst 
Academy and wished 
them success

The Ministry of Housing started distributing usufruct contracts to the first batch eligible of recipients 
“Masaken” project units, in Al-Lawzi area, in Northern Governorate.  The Minister of Housing, Bassim Al-
hamer during the event stated that the project Masaken represents a pioneering scheme to provide 
decent housing that ensures Bahraini families’ stability

Bahrain Airport Services recognises the efforts of its 
dedicated staff during January and February  by be-
stowing them with Employee of the Month certificates,  
for their exceptional service, efficiency and diligence. 
Mohamed Zainal was specially appreciated and re-
ceived 3 Golden Tickets at the  recommendation of sev-
eral Premium Gulf Air customers which has earned him 
the Employee of the Month

The business delegation of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) headed by Chairman Khalid Almoayed concluded its visit to the Re-
public of the Philippines. The delegation held a meeting with the Philippines Finance Secretary, Carlos Dominguez in the presence of the Special Envoy 
of the President of Republic of Philippines, Dr Amable R Aguiluz, during which Memoranda of Understanding was signed and a number of proposals 
were made. The delegation held another meeting with the Agriculture Undersecretary Bernaderre Romulo-Puyat and discussed the prospect of joint 
business and trade. The delegation included the chamber’s treasurer Isa Al Refaei, Vice-Treasurer Mohamed Sajid, member of the Executive Bureau 
Ahmed bin Hindi, board member Khulood Al Qattan , Head of the coffee shops and restaurants Committee Ahmed Al Saloom and other BCCI members
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Minister of Works, Municipalities  
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sam Khalaf paid an inspection 
visit to the construction work 
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minister toured the project site 
and scrutinized the pace of con-
struction works and progress 
made recently. The minister also 
visited the construction site 
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(BFH) accompanied with a num-
ber of ministry officials, where 
they were received by represen-
tatives from project consultants, 
contractor and the project’s  
developer
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MOONLIGHT
Date: March 22, 7pm 
Venue: Bahrain Cinema Club  
 The film presents three 
stages in the life of a young black 
man as he grows from childhood to 
adulthood in Miami and he grap-
ples with surviving the poverty and 
drugs that pervade his neighbor-
hood, establishing his own identity 
and accepting his sexuality. Under 
the influences of his drug-addicted 
mother, a kindly surrogate father 
and a conflicted best friend, the 
youth finds his way in life.  The film 
won three Oscars for Best Picture, 
Best Supporting Actor and Best 
Adapted Screenplay with additional 
nominations for five more. It won 
the Golden Globe Award for Best 
Motion Picture – Drama, with five 
more nominations. It also received 
four BAFTA Award nominations.

LADIES NIGHT WITH 50% 
DISCOUNT

Date: Every Tuesday 
Venue: The Gulf Hotel Bahrain 
Convention & Spa
 Ladies night out with 50% 
off for the ladies at all our restau-
rants, lounges and Spa!!
For more info 17713000

GHASSAN SALIBA LIVE AT ZAHLE 
RESTAURANT
Date: 24th March, 2017
Venue: Zahle Restaurant- Gulf 
Hotel 
   Zahle 
presents Ghassan Saliba, who came 
all over from Lebanon, is perform-
ing live in Zahle Restaurant, exclu-
sively for ONE NIGHT only!!

“NOWRUZ” PERSIAN NEW YEAR 
AT TAKHT JAMSHEED
Date : 17 - 24 March, 2017  
Venue : Takht Jamsheed
 Indulge in traditional 
Persian cuisine as Takht Jamsheed 
Restaurant celebrates Nowruz which 
marks the first day of spring. Award 
winning restaurant - Takht Jamsheed 
welcomes the New Year with Chef’s 
special á la carte menu.

SUNDAY GLOW
Date : Every Sunday
Venue : Gulf Spa - Gulf Hotel
 Get 15% off upon your 
choice for one of the Gulf Spa lus-
cious body scrubs that leave you 
glowing: Aromatic Basil and Mint, 
Sweetness Sugar or Summer Skin 
Cooler!! 

MOTHER’S DAY IN ZAHLE 
RESTAURANT
Date : Every Sunday
Venue : Zahle Restaurant - Gulf 
Hotel
 Have a Lebanese Mother’s 
Day at the iconic Zahle with excel-
lent food and lively entertainment, 
as the restaurant presents an evening 
of authentic Arabian galore!! When 
you dinin at Zahle, mum gets to eat 
for FREE!! Mezze, grills, kebab and 
so many more delicious dishes await! 
On March 21 from 7pm onwards!

THAI FRIDAY NIGHT
Date : Every Friday Night
Venue : Royal Thai Restaurant - Gulf 
Hotel
 Thai Friday Nights with 
live cooking counters serving, papaya 
salad, satays, carvings and unlim-
ited selection of main-courses with 
an all you can eat menu!! For only 
BD15 NET per person inclusive of 2 
selected beverages!

THE SEAFARER

Date : 22 Mar ch  7 pm - 25 Mar ch 11 pm   
Venue : Manama Theatre Club- 
Manama.
 The Manama Theatre Club 
will be performing acclaimed Irish 
playwrights’ ‘The Seafarer’ - a dark 
comedy, a supernatural ghost story 
and a modern day story of guilt and 
the demon ‘drink’.   It is Christmas Eve, 
and Sharky, erstwhile fisherman/van 
driver/chauffeur, gathers with friends 
at the dingy flat he shares with his can-
tankerous blind brother to drink booze 
and play cards. As the brothers drink 
Christmas Eve into             C hristmas 
Day with friends old (Ivan and Nicky) 
and new (the dapper and sinister Mr 
Lockhart), Sharky is reminded of a bar-
gain he made in prison—and suddenly 
finds himself playing a game of poker 
with is soul set as the highest possi-
ble stake. Conor McPherson is one of 
Ireland’s leading playwrights and his 
work has been performed through-
out UK and America including The 
Weir, Port Authority, Dublin Carol, 
and Shining City, which premiered on 
Broadway. 

A NIGHT OF FILIPINO UNITY 
WITH QUEENIE PADILLA

Date: 24 Mar 7 pm – 10 pm
Venue: Swiss International Palace  
Hotel Manama- Manama  
 A Night to Unite the 
Filipino Community in Bahrain with 
Queenie Padilla (a former Philippine 
Actress / daughter of Robin Padilla) 
with the cooperation of Philippines 
Embassy and different Filipino 
Organization in Bahrain.

WALKING TOUR OF MUHURRAQ - 
PEARL TRAIL
Date : 22 Mar 9 am- 11 am 
Venue : Muharraq
  Please contact us 
via email or phone to book your place. 
Places are limited. Explore Bahrain’s 
Pearling Trail in Muharraq (a Unesco 
World Heritage Site) and follow in the 
footsteps of Bahrain’s pearl divers dur-
ing much of Bahrain’s history until the 
early 1930s. For part one, our journey 
starts at Siyadi House and ends at the 
House of Coffee.

POSITIVE PARENTING 
WORKSHOP: HARMONY AT 
HOME
Date : 22 Mar 10 am – 11 am 
Venue : Words BookstoreCafé- 
Jannusan
 In this workshop we will 
look deeper into the energetic relation-
ship between the parent and the child. 
At birth the baby shares the energy 
system of the mother and during the 
first seven years we gradually become 
more independent energetically as we 
learn and evolve through the lessons 
we learn together in the energetic 
field that we share as a family. We all 
grow in seven year cycles and the first 
seven years of our life is one of the 
most important phases of growth and 
development that has a effect on us 
for the rest of our lives.  We will learn 
how to use this energetic connection 
to deal with inappropriate behaviours 
effectively and motivate your child 
to become more responsible, mature 
and independent. This will include 
challenging behaviours like tantrums. 
Ultimately we will discuss creating 
harmony in the home by getting chil-
dren to follow the routine, structure 
and key times like eating, sleeping, 
homework, bath time and other times 
that they like to resist.  Understanding 
the seven year cycles of physical, men-
tal, emotional and spiritual growth of 
human beings really help us connect 
to our selves and children in a deeper 
way. 

RISK MANAGEMENT MASTER 
CLASS FOR DIRECTORS - 
WORKSHOP
Date: 21 March 8 am - 22 Mar 5 pm 
Venue: Manama, Bahrain- Manama
 In the wake of the financial 
crisis, most risk governance frame-
works have proved inadequate for the 
task. Companies are now required to 
strengthen their boards and broaden 
board representation. At the same 
time board directors must adapt to the 

extensive changes to both their regula-
tory responsibilities and their personal 
liabilities. The role of the board of direc-
tors in enterprise-wide risk oversight 
has become increasingly challenging as 
expectations from all stakeholders are 
at an all-time high. Risk is a pervasive 
part of everyday business and organi-
zational strategy, but the complexity 
of business transactions, technological 
advances, globalization, the speed of 
product cycles, and the overall pace 
of change have increased the volume 
and complexities of risks facing organi-
zations over the last decade. Boards 
have a difficult task in overseeing the 
management of increasingly complex 
and interconnected risks that have the 
potential to devastate organizations 
overnight. At the same time, boards 
and other market participants are 
under greater scrutiny with increased 
focus on the effectiveness of board risk 
oversight practices.

STUDY IN MALAYSIA AT EDUTEX 
BAHRAIN 2017
Date: 21 Mar 9 am - 23 Mar 9 pm  
Venue: Bahrain Exhibition Centre- 
Manama
 Reputable Malaysian 
Universities will be present at EDUTEX 
BAHRAIN 2017 expo, to be held at 
Bahrain International Exhibition and 
Convention Centre, Manama, from 
21st to 23rd March 2017.  The uni-
versities will provide an array of pro-
grammes; from foundation studies, 
diploma, degree, post-graduate stud-
ies, professional development pro-
grammes, short-term courses, summer 
camps and many more.

AERIAL WEEKEND INTENSIVE 
WITH FLYING YOGI NILS 
SCHRÖDER
Date: Sunday - Thursday 19 March 
- 13 April , 8 am - 8:00 pm
Venue: Art Centre   
 The exhibition features 
interactive installations by artist 
Othman Khunji created through the 
use and application of cutting-edge 
technology, including Arduino sen-
sors/actuators, 3D printing, laser 
cutting, and water jet engraving. 

DOGFATHER’S GARDEN PARTY & 
SALE DAY
Date: 24 Mar ch  11 am – 3 pm 
Venue: Dogfather’s Animal Rescue 
and Rehabilitation Centre 
  Our last Garden 
Party & Sale was so much fun and 
such a success it’s back by popular 
demand!There will be live music 
performed by the lead singer of 
rock/indie band Diraz Diraz, a BBQ, 
some delicious vegan food, drinks, 
and you can shop around for the 
upcoming summer holidays at our 
yard sale. Entry is free.  Please share 
and RSVP as soon as possible by 
pressing ‘Going’ so we can ensure 
we have plenty of food and drinks 
for everyone.
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HOW TO 
REACH US 
“Out & About’, a 

ready reckoner  for 
the events taking place on the 

island,  is published from Friday 
to Tuesday. To be included, 

please use one of the following: 
outandabout@dt.bh, or 

call 38444680.

TRACES
Date: March 23,24&25
Venue: Bahrain Bay 
 Fresh, urban and seriously 
high energy, contemporary circus trail-
blazers, the hit show Traces is more 
than just a display of acrobatic brilliance 
through film clips and narration. Set to a 
fantastic soundtrack ranging from Rock 
‘n’ Roll to Blues to Hip Hop, this thrill-
a-minute show is presented by the inter-
nationally acclaimed circus phenomenon 
“The 7 Fingers”. The charismatic artists’ 
lives are revealed as we, the audience, are 
gradually drawn into their story. By the 
final, dramatic climax of the show, we 
are on the edge of our seats, willing them 
to pull off the seemingly impossible!  “A 
spectacular delight that will rob you of 
your breath” (Sunday Times).  “A fix of 
pure urban adrenaline Mad, pulse-raising 
magic” (New York Times)
Attachments area

BAHRAIN FARMERS MARKET 
Date: On Saturdays  
Venue: Budaiya Gardens

The fifth  edition of the Bahrain 
Farmers Market   is open   at the Budaiya 
Gardens.  More than 40 Bahraini farmers 
are  participating to provide a variety 
of local agricultural products. Many 
leading local restaurants will participate 
to present local food and drinks with 
the aim of introducing local food to the 
visitors of various nationalities. Bahrain 
Farmers Market targets promoting 
Bahrain’s agricultural products and 
highlighting the development taking 
place in Bahrain’s agricultural sector. 
It also aims to contribute to improving 
the Bahraini farmers’ income through 
a marketing system prepared by the 
Agriculture and Marine Resources to 
assist in meeting the farmers’ aspirations.    
Bahrain Farmers Market will be open 
every Saturday until   April 29 from 8 
am to 12 noon.



: Bahrain best classifieds www.newsofbahrain.com
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SERVICE

INDIA TAX SERVICES
Assure Consulting WLL 
provides Indian tax services 
for corporates/NRIs:
Income-tax returns, PAN/
TAN application, Tax advisory, 
Tax planning, TDS matters,  
Assessment/scrutiny/penalty 
proceedings, Tax refunds, 
Appeal documentation, NRI 
specific services-residential 
status/bank accounts/
investment advisory/property 
transactions, other tax 
compliances.
-------------------------------------
804, Falcon Tower, 
Diplomatic Area
Tel: 1753 1883, Fax: 1753 2199
Contact: Laxmi-3592 8860, 
Rekha-3414 1589, 
Email - tax@assureconsult.net

PERFECT CLEANING
Marble restoration mirror 
polishing.
Cleaning contracts &amp; 
General cleaning services.
Windows cleaning.
Sofa curtain shampooing.
Curtain steam cleaning.
Supplying cleaning staffs.
Call 38022754

 

Business solutions
· WLL/SPC Registration
· Accounting/ Auditing  Services
·Adding/ Removing Partner Activity
· LMRA/CPR/Gossi Services
· CR Additional Visa
· Applications
· Sponsorship with or without offices
· Business sale/ purchase
· 33600501, 33602501,
dc@fahdan.com, 
www.fahdan.com

ALWARDI CLEANING
Cleaning contracts &amp; 
General cleaning services.
Sofa curtain shampooing.
Curtain steam cleaning.
Marble grinding and mirror 
polishing. Supplying cleaning 
staffs. Call 33717930

CERTIFICATE  ATTESTATION & UNIVERSITY 
VERIFICATION from India, Bahrain, UAE, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Oman, UK, USA, Australia. Contact UROGULF 
: 34211 944, 3733 4647, 38 271 275, urogulfbahrain@
gmail. com, attestation@urogulf.com
www.urogulf.com, www.muble.com

REQUIRED MALE AND FEMALE MANAGER

SITUATION VACANT

URGENTLY REQUIRED
SENIOR PLANNING ENGINEER

Must have a good experience in developing   
Project Master programme using Primavera (P6) and 
its other applications.
Preferably have done vertical and infrastructure 
projects. 
Can work under pressure. 
Can join the company immediately. 
Applicants must be available in Bahrain.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

Send your CV’s : 

vacancybahrain2017@gmail.com

Call 36406688

WHOLE SALE
Fashionable dress available at discounted and 

wholesale price as stock clearance. Gudaibiya. 
Contact 33360387, 39076316

imtiazz.dt@imtiazz.com
Tel: 17 630 301, Fax: 17 630 501

Required Female 
Housemaid

For working at Bahraini 
and Non-Bahraini family 
home. Work Visa Provided

Certified Female 
Caregivers

Preferably English / 
Arabic speaking Minimum 
experience of 3 years. 
Work Visa Provided

Female Nurse Aide

Certified nursing assistants 
should be compassionate 
and enjoy helping others. 
Work Visa Provided

Office clerks
Male / Female

Preferably Fluent in English 
speaking and writing
Work Visa Provided

Assistant Teacher

Well experienced in 
Tutoring
Stay in with Home family
Preferably Fluent in English
Speaking and writing
Work Visa Provided

Cook

Well experienced with 
Arabic / Oriental and Indian 
Cuisine. For Staying in 
home Work Visa Provided

Female Stewardess

For Private Home events 
and parties services. Work 
Visa Provided

Female Cleaners

Well experienced in 
Housekeeping Minimum of 
2 years
Work Visa Provided

Drivers

Well experienced in Driving
Should have valid GCC 
licensed
Work Visa Provided

Certified Babysitter/
Nannies

Well experienced in taking 
care of babies
Preferably Fluent in 
English
Work Visa Provided
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S OU UKD

CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

This isn’t the day for contracts or legal work 
of any kind. You may think you understand 
everything about a document, but it’s 
likely you don’t. The atmosphere is ripe for 
misinformation and misunderstanding. You 
will be well served today if you keep to yourself 
and do your work carefully and systematically. 
The legal documents can wait for another day.
Trust your instincts regarding anyone you 
meet today. There are unethical people 
around, and one of them may enter your 
circle. Entering into legal contracts or 
business or personal partnerships of any kind 
is absolutely out of the question. Don’t even 
go to renew your driver’s license, as you’re 
likely to fail the eye exam!
If you wake up this morning and feel glued 
to the bed, perhaps that’s where you should 
spend the day. You’ve been working hard and 
long these past few weeks. It only makes sense 
that your body would rebel eventually. This 
is a day for rest and relaxation. The office will 
survive without you. Call in sick and then turn 
off the phone. 
Pay attention today. There may be some 
unethical behaviour occurring at work, and 
it could trigger some anger. You may have 
difficulty keeping your emotions in check, but 
you need to. Honest communication is the only 
way you can get through this day. Once you’ve 
calmed down, you might want to approach the 
person who’s behaving irresponsibly.

Check and double-check any information that 
comes your way today. There’s deception and 
discontent in the air, which is an unfortunate 
combination under any circumstances. 
Research before you judge. Gossip is likely 
to fly around the office. Run for cover when 
necessary. You don’t want to get involved in 
this particular round of office politics.

Don’t take your bank or portfolio statement 
at face value today. Financial errors are likely. 
Someone may want you to see things from 
his or her viewpoint, which may not be based 
on fact. Check and double-check important 
figures that cross your desk. You’re the only 
one you can trust to truly work in your best 
interests. It’s time to put your mind to use.

You won’t feel particularly social today. 
You’d be happiest at home with a good 
book, a good meal, and no contact with the 
outside world. Alas, such solitude isn’t always 
possible. You may have to balance your need 
for isolation with obligations to colleagues. 
Part of your grumpiness might be due to a 
physical imbalance.

All isn’t quiet at home today. There’s tension 
in the air. You can’t shake the feeling that 
someone is lying. You’re a peacemaker by 
nature, so your inclination is to suppress your 
suspicions. In this instance, your instincts are 
right. The person withholding information is 
doing it for your own good and will come to 
you once the situation has been resolved. You 
can all laugh about it then.

Don’t trust anything related to money 
or contracts today. This isn’t a good day to 
enter into any kind of contract, whether it’s 
starting an investment program, negotiating 
a salary, or changing banks. There’s a lot of 
miscommunication and misunderstanding in 
the air. You may think you understand what 
you’re signing, but you may not.

It’s strange how past incidents can still cause 
such pain in the present. Today you may feel 
overwhelmed by memories of a particularly 
traumatic incident. No one is more surprised 
than you by your reaction. You felt sure you’d 
addressed this issue and put it behind you. 
Apparently there’s still work to be done.

It’s apparent that something underhanded 
and unethical is occurring at your job today. 
Co-workers could try to manipulate situations 
and take advantage of proprietary information 
to use to their own benefit. Steer clear of office 
politics and refrain from participating in any 
gossip. Trust your instincts. You know who can 
and who can’t be trusted.

Don’t trust anyone today, not even people 
you consider friends. There are indications 
of deception all around, especially at work. 
Someone may be keeping something from 
you or even manipulating information to his 
or her own advantage. Be sure to check the 
facts of any situation. Don’t take anyone’s 
word for anything.

1- Lady of Spain;; 7- Where the truck driver rides;; 10- Mob boss;; 
14- Tooth covering;; 15- Pie-mode link;; 16- Burnoose wearer;; 17- 
Observation;; 18- Choice: Abbr.;; 19- Emit coherent light;; 20- State 
of being tranquil;; 23- Sums owing;; 26- Not in;; 27- Some locks;; 28- 
Suffix with concession;; 29- Keats work;; 30- Decade divs.;; 31- Blind 
alley;; 33- Hawaiian food;; 34- Pro ___;; 37- Racket;; 38- Bruce ___ 
was a famous kung-fu movie star;; 39- Commercials;; 40- Man-mouse 
connector;; 41- 10th letter of the Hebrew alphabet;; 42- Cushion;; 43- 
Strategic withdrawal;; 45- Block;; 46- Close friend;; 47- Once, once;; 
48- Killer whales;; 51- Brit. lexicon;; 52- Rocky debris;; 53- Cornucopia;; 
56- Jai ___;; 57- Snaky swimmer;; 58- Pastille to sweeten the breath;; 
62- Whistle blowers;; 63- Exist;; 64- Edmonton team;; 65- Bk. before 
Job;; 66- Tit for ___;; 67- Scoffs;;

1- Get the picture;; 2- Nav. officer;; 3- Doze;; 4- Left out;; 5- Brings up;; 6- 
___ breve;; 7- Armored headpiece;; 8- Aboriginal Alaskan;; 9- Indonesian 
holiday resort;; 10- Operatic soprano;; 11- Thin as ___;; 12- Stickum;; 
13- Follows orders;; 21- Inclined head;; 22- Ancient musician;; 23- Father;; 
24- Refrain in a children’s song;; 25- Stigma;; 29- Late bedtime;; 30- Alpine 
song;; 32- Sun Bowl site;; 33- Procession;; 34- ___ is human;; 35- Clear 
the boards;; 36- Dull surface;; 44- Adapt for new use;; 45- Pertaining to 
Denmark;; 46- Air rifle projectile;; 48- Chicago hub;; 49- Actor’s parts;; 
50- Skill;; 51- Wagner work;; 52- Stigma;; 54- Noteworthy achievement;; 
55- Sgts., e.g.;; 59- ___ Haw;; 60- Bobby of hockey;; 61- Battleship letters;;

BEETLE BAILEY R



Russia 
summons 
Israeli 
ambassador

z #PollToday 

Yes No Can’t Say

Support from GCC 
member nations is 
necessary for Bahrain’s 
economy ? 

Rest in sight

For more, catch us 
online at: 
www.newsofbahrain.com

/nobonline
/newsofbahrain

Pope begs God’s forgiveness 
for sins in Rwanda genocide

Man faces court for slashing 
Gainsborough painting

Pope Francis yesterday 
begged for God’s forgive-
ness for “the sins and fail-
ings of the Church and its 
members” implicated in 
the 1994 Rwanda genocide 
that killed around 800,000 
people.

Britain named Jeremy 
Fleming as the new head 
for its spying agency GCHQ, 
which has been embroiled 
with Washington over alle-
gations that it was used to 
snoop on Donald Trump.

A man suspected of slash-
ing the 18th century painting 
by Thomas Gainsborough at 
Britain’s National Gallery is 
due to appear in court.

Tuesday, March 21, 2017 19

Stockholm

A seventh patient of 
Italian surgeon Paolo 

Macchiarini, accused of 
misconduct after claiming 
to have carried out 
groundbreaking synthetic 
organ transplant work, 
has died, her father said 
yesterday.

Macchiarini performed 
two synthetic trachea 
transplants on Yesim Cetir, 
26, in Stockholm in 2012 
and 2013, but she suffered 
brutal complications until 
her death. 

In the early hours of 
yesterday, her father 
Hayrullah Cetir announced 

on his Facebook account 
that Yesim died at Temple 
University Hospital in 
Philadelphia. 

Macchiarini operated on 
eight patients between 2011 
and 2014, three of them at 
the prestigious Stockholm-
based Karolinska Institute, 
which selects the winners 
of the Nobel Prize in  
medicine.

The surgeon gained 
worldwide fame in 
2011 by carrying out the 
world’s first graft of an 
artificial plastic trachea, 
which was to be colonised 
by the patients’ stem  
cells. 

Paris

Around 100 people were 
evacuated yesterday 

from the offices of France’s 
financial fraud prosecutors 
over a bomb alert, two 
days after an attack led to 
the evacuation of the city’s 
second busiest airport.

An anonymous caller 
had told police that there 
was a bomb in the building 
that houses prosecutors 
investigating high-level 
financial crimes, a police 

source said. Bomb disposal 
experts were sent to the site 
in central Paris, which was 
cordoned off.

The all-clear was given 
after “the usual checks” 
were carried out, the source  
said.

The bomb scare comes 
after Saturday’s attack at Orly 
airport where a man who had 
been investigated for links to 
radical Islam was shot dead 
after assaulting a soldier on 
patrol and grabbing her rifle.

Beijing

Chinese police have 
arrested a man accused 

of stealing dozens of 
fossilised dinosaur eggs, state 
media said yesterday, but 
some eggs are  apparently 
still unaccounted for.

The man surnamed Wang 
allegedly stole 80 of the eggs 
from a collector in the eastern 
province of Zhejiang on the 
night of January 9 with the 
help of three accomplices, 
the official Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

Wang had previously 
visited the collector twice 
under the pretext of wishing 
to make a purchase, the 
report said.  The four 

suspects divided the 
eggs between them and 
Wang took home 27 of  
them.

Those 27 fossils were 
recovered by police after they 
arrested Wang in his home 
town in Huanan county in 
Heilongjiang province on 
March 4, provincial police 
said in a statement. 

Wang’s three accomplices 
were also soon apprehended, 
according to the statement. It 
did not say what happened to 
the rest of the eggs. 

Heilongjiang police 
confirmed Wang was in 
police custody but refused 
to confirm the status of the 
other suspects.

Paris fraud squad offices 
evacuated over bomb scare

I don’t get these crazies. Why 
are you trying to impose on 
us? Why don’t you mind 
your own business” 

Rodrigo Duterte
Philippine President

UK names new spy chief 
amid dispute with US

Pakistan passes landmark
Hindu marriage bill
The president of Pakistan, 
Mamnoon Hussain has 
signed into law a bill allow-
ing the Hindu minority to 
register their marriages for 
the first time since partition 
from India in 1947.

Chinese police arrest 
dinosaur-egg bandit

Eccentric surgeon’s seventh 
transplant patient dies

Moscow

Russia’s foreign ministry 
yesterday said it 

had summoned Israel’s 
ambassador over air strikes 
close to Moscow’s forces near 
the historic Syrian city of 
Palmyra.

Deputy foreign minister 
Mikhail Bogdanov told 
Interfax news agency that 
Ambassador Gary Koren was 
summoned on Friday and 
“asked about” the strikes.

The ministry “expressed 
concern” about the action 
taking place near Russian 
military locations, Bogdanov 
said.

Russia -- which is 
conducting its own bombing 
campaign in Syria in support 
of President Bashar al-Assad 

-- said earlier this month 
that more than 180 of its 
troops have started demining 
around Palmyra’s ancient 
monuments.

Russia and Israel have 
set up a “hotline” aimed at 
avoiding air clashes over Syria 
and Bogdanov said Moscow 
“would like this channel to 
work more effectively” to 
ensure no “misunderstanding 
on who is doing what.”

Israeli warplanes struck 
several targets on Friday, 
prompting retaliatory Syrian 
missile launches, in the most 
serious incident between the 
two countries since the war 
began six years ago.

Israel’s military said it 
had been targeting weapons 
bound for Lebanon’s 

Hezbollah movement, which 
backs Assad in Syria.

Syria’s military said it 
had downed an Israeli plane 
and hit another as they were 
carrying out pre-dawn strikes 
near Palmyra, the famed 
desert city it recaptured from 
jihadists this month.

The Israeli military  
denied that any planes had 
been hit.

On Sunday, Israeli  
Defence Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman threatened to 
destroy Syria’s air defence 
systems “without the slightest 
hesitation” if there was a 
similar incident.

Russia has deployed 
its own high-tech missile 
defence systems to Syria to 
protect its forces there. (AFP)

Washington

A SpaceX Dragon cargo 
ship loaded with 4,000 

pounds of science samples, 
no-longer-needed equipment 
and trash was released  
from the International Space 
Station early Sunday for a  
fiery return to Earth, splashing 
safely into the Pacific Ocean 
to wrap up a month-long stay 
in space.

The Dragon capsule --  
the only such vessel capable 
of returning research samples 
and other material to  
Earth -- remained docked 
with the ISS for nearly a  
month after delivering  
more than two tonnes of  
food, water and scientific 
equipment for NASA on 
February 23.

Before its departure, the 
crew loaded the cargo ship with  
old equipment, waste and  
research samples from 
experiments carried out 
in the station’s condition  
of microgravity.

Released by the ISS’s 
robot arm at 0900 GMT, the  
capsule undertook a more  
than six-hour journey back  

 

to Earth, landing off the 
coast of Mexico just before 
1600 GMT, its final descent  
slowed by three giant 
parachutes.

“Today we said goodbye 
to the #Dragon!” tweeted  
the French astronaut Thomas 
Pesquet, one of six crew 
members, who arrived on  

the ISS in November.
“She is taking part of  

us back to the ground with  
her – important scientific 
samples, some from the crew!”

“Good splashdown of 
Dragon confirmed, carrying 
@NASA science and research 
cargo back from the @Space_
Station,” SpaceX tweeted.

SpaceX Dragon cargo 
ship returns to Earth

Dragon cargo capsule, seen attached to a Falcon 9 rocket (file pic)

Gary Koren

Team of explosives experts walk 
with their dogs towards the financial crimes court
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Riyadh

The Arab coalition battling 
rebels in Yemen called 

Sunday for Hodeida port to be 
placed under UN supervision, 
after dozens of Somali refugees 
were killed on a boat offshore.

“We are also aware of 
allegations that the attack was 
carried out by a helicopter and 
naval vessel belonging to the 
Saudi-led coalition,” it said in 
a statement.

“We can confirm the 
coalition was not responsible 
for any attack on a refugee 

boat on Friday and there was 
no firing by any coalition 
forces on Friday in the area of 
Hodeida”.

The coalition called for 
the port there “to be placed 
immediately under United 
Nations supervision”.

“This would facilitate the 
flow of humanitarian supplies 
to the Yemeni people, while 
at the same time ending the 
use of the port for weapons 
smuggling and people 
trafficking.”

Somalia has called on the 

coalition fighting in support 
of the Yemeni government 
to investigate the incident in 
which more than 40 Somali 
refugees were shot dead on 
board a boat.

Somalia itself is a member 
of the coalition fighting 
against Shiite Huthi rebels in 
Yemen.

“We call on our partners 
in the Saudi-led coalition to 
investigate the raid,” Somalia’s 
Foreign Minister Abdusalam 
Omer said in a statement 
released Saturday.  (AFP)

Saudi-led coalition calls for 
UN to supervise Yemen port

People who were killed in a boat carrying Somali refugees, arriving at the rebel-held 
Yemeni port city of Hodeida 

Egyptian President  to visit Washington in April
Cairo, 

Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi will visit 

Washington in April for talks 
with US President Donald 
Trump that will include the 
stalled Palestinian-Israeli peace 
process, his office said.

A statement by the 
presidency said “the Palestinian 
issue will be discussed” with 
Trump during Sisi’s “visit to 
Washington early in April”.

Sisi “stressed the importance” 
of the US administration’s 
“pivotal role in pushing 
forward the peace process” 
to try to find a solution to 

the decades-old Palestinian-
Israeli conflict leading to the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state.

Trump has cast uncertainty 
over years of international 
efforts to foster a two-state 
solution to the conflict when 
he met Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu at the 
White House in February.

At that meeting, Trump 
broke with decades of US 
policy by saying he was not 
bound to a two-state solution 
to the conflict and would be 
open to one state if it meant 
peace.

The peace process has been 
deadlocked since April 2014.

Yesterday’s announcement 

came as Sisi held talks in 
Cairo with Palestinian 
president Mahmud Abbas, 

who is also due to travel to 
Washington in early April for 
talks with Trump, according 
to a Palestinian official who 
requested anonymity.

Sisi’s visit to Washington 
would be the first to the White 
House since he was elected 
president in 2014.

His relations with former 
president Barack Obama’s 
administration had been 
strained since the ouster of 
then-president Mohamed 
Morsi led by Sisi, who was 
defence minister at the time.

The US had briefly 
suspended its military aid to 

Egypt following Morsi’s ouster. 
Washington’s annual $1.3 
billion in military aid was fully 
reinstated in 2015.

In January Trump pledged 
in a phone conversation with 
Sisi that the US remained 
committed to bilateral ties with 
Egypt.

“The president committed to 
continuing military assistance 
to Egypt and working with 
Egypt to ensure that assistance 
most effectively supports 
the Egyptian military’s fight 
against terrorism,” White 
House spokesman Sean Spicer 
said.

Abdel Fattah al-Sisi

FBI to probe Russia links
Washington

FBI Director James 
Comey confirmed for 

the first time yesterday that 
the agency is investigating 
Russian interference in last 
year’s presidential election 
and notably Moscow’s 
possible collusion with 
President Donald Trump’s  
campaign.

He also rejected Trump’s 
claim that predecessor 
Barack Obama wiretapped 
his Trump Tower in New 
York, saying both the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
the Justice Department had 
no evidence to support such  
allegations.

The explosive testimony 
in the House Intelligence 
Committee -- the first public 
hearing into both controversies 
-- came as Trump sought to 
steer the news focus by calling 
the Russia issue, which has been 
a cloud over his November 
victory, “fake news.”

His angry tweets added to 
the huge political pressure 
from both parties on Comey 
and Admiral Mike Rogers, 
the director of the National 
Security Agency. 

But the FBI director 
opened the hearing with a 

bombshell -- confirming 
longstanding reports that 
his agency is conducting a 
counterintelligence probe into 
the Russian government’s 
covert effort to steer the 2016 
presidential vote.

“And that includes 

investigating the nature of 
any links between individuals 
associated with the Trump 
campaign and the Russian 
government, and whether there 
was any coordination between 
the campaign and Russia’s 
efforts,” he said.

James Comey (left), Director of the FBI, and Michael Rogers, Director of the NSA ath the hearing

Palestinan policeman 
killed in shootout
Ramallah,

A murder suspect killed a 
Palestinian policeman 

yesterday in a shootout at 
a refugee camp in the West 
Bank, the official Wafa news 
agency reported.

The shooting broke out 
in the densely populated 
Palestinian refugee camp of 
Balata, in the Israeli-occupied 
city of Nablus, when police 
went to arrest suspects, Wafa 
said, quoting officials.

Police spokesman Adnan 
al-Damiri identified the 
policeman who died as 
Hassan Ali al-Hajj and said 
he was shot dead by Ahmed 
Abu Hamada, also known as 
“Zaabur”.

Abu Hamada, who was 
wounded in the gunfight,  
was wanted by for murder, the 
possession of weapons and 
trafficking, as well as opening 
fire on police, said Damiri. 
Police had gone to arrest him 

and other wanted criminals, 
but he refused to surrender 
and began shooting at the 
security forces.

The governor of Nablus 
told Wafa that a second 
policeman was slightly 
wounded in the shootout.

The suspect was eventually 
arrested, said Wafa.

Balata -- the largest 
Palestinian refugee camp 
in the West Bank home 
to 30,000 people -- saw an 
uptick of violence last year 
when Palestinian security 
forces launched raids to seize 
illegal weapons.

There are frequent clashes 
between police and armed 
men who are holed up in the 
camp. One of the men, Hatem 
Abu Rizeq, 30, recently said 
he does not “trust Palestinian 
security forces” and those 
like him tracked by the 
authorities are constantly in 
fear of being “executed”.
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Riyadh

The Arab coalition battling 
rebels in Yemen called 

Sunday for Hodeida port to be 
placed under UN supervision, 
after dozens of Somali refugees 
were killed on a boat offshore.

“We are also aware of 
allegations that the attack was 
carried out by a helicopter and 
naval vessel belonging to the 
Saudi-led coalition,” it said in 
a statement.

“We can confirm the 
coalition was not responsible 
for any attack on a refugee 

boat on Friday and there was 
no firing by any coalition 
forces on Friday in the area of 
Hodeida”.

The coalition called for 
the port there “to be placed 
immediately under United 
Nations supervision”.

“This would facilitate the 
flow of humanitarian supplies 
to the Yemeni people, while 
at the same time ending the 
use of the port for weapons 
smuggling and people 
trafficking.”

Somalia has called on the 

coalition fighting in support 
of the Yemeni government 
to investigate the incident in 
which more than 40 Somali 
refugees were shot dead on 
board a boat.

Somalia itself is a member 
of the coalition fighting 
against Shiite Huthi rebels in 
Yemen.

“We call on our partners 
in the Saudi-led coalition to 
investigate the raid,” Somalia’s 
Foreign Minister Abdusalam 
Omer said in a statement 
released Saturday.  (AFP)

Saudi-led coalition calls for 
UN to supervise Yemen port

People who were killed in a boat carrying Somali refugees, arriving at the rebel-held 
Yemeni port city of Hodeida 

Egyptian President  to visit Washington in April
Cairo, 

Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi will visit 

Washington in April for talks 
with US President Donald 
Trump that will include the 
stalled Palestinian-Israeli peace 
process, his office said.

A statement by the 
presidency said “the Palestinian 
issue will be discussed” with 
Trump during Sisi’s “visit to 
Washington early in April”.

Sisi “stressed the importance” 
of the US administration’s 
“pivotal role in pushing 
forward the peace process” 
to try to find a solution to 

the decades-old Palestinian-
Israeli conflict leading to the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state.

Trump has cast uncertainty 
over years of international 
efforts to foster a two-state 
solution to the conflict when 
he met Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu at the 
White House in February.

At that meeting, Trump 
broke with decades of US 
policy by saying he was not 
bound to a two-state solution 
to the conflict and would be 
open to one state if it meant 
peace.

The peace process has been 
deadlocked since April 2014.

Yesterday’s announcement 

came as Sisi held talks in 
Cairo with Palestinian 
president Mahmud Abbas, 

who is also due to travel to 
Washington in early April for 
talks with Trump, according 
to a Palestinian official who 
requested anonymity.

Sisi’s visit to Washington 
would be the first to the White 
House since he was elected 
president in 2014.

His relations with former 
president Barack Obama’s 
administration had been 
strained since the ouster of 
then-president Mohamed 
Morsi led by Sisi, who was 
defence minister at the time.

The US had briefly 
suspended its military aid to 

Egypt following Morsi’s ouster. 
Washington’s annual $1.3 
billion in military aid was fully 
reinstated in 2015.

In January Trump pledged 
in a phone conversation with 
Sisi that the US remained 
committed to bilateral ties with 
Egypt.

“The president committed to 
continuing military assistance 
to Egypt and working with 
Egypt to ensure that assistance 
most effectively supports 
the Egyptian military’s fight 
against terrorism,” White 
House spokesman Sean Spicer 
said.

Abdel Fattah al-Sisi

FBI to probe Russia links
Washington

FBI Director James 
Comey confirmed for 

the first time yesterday that 
the agency is investigating 
Russian interference in last 
year’s presidential election 
and notably Moscow’s 
possible collusion with 
President Donald Trump’s  
campaign.

He also rejected Trump’s 
claim that predecessor 
Barack Obama wiretapped 
his Trump Tower in New 
York, saying both the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
the Justice Department had 
no evidence to support such  
allegations.

The explosive testimony 
in the House Intelligence 
Committee -- the first public 
hearing into both controversies 
-- came as Trump sought to 
steer the news focus by calling 
the Russia issue, which has been 
a cloud over his November 
victory, “fake news.”

His angry tweets added to 
the huge political pressure 
from both parties on Comey 
and Admiral Mike Rogers, 
the director of the National 
Security Agency. 

But the FBI director 
opened the hearing with a 

bombshell -- confirming 
longstanding reports that 
his agency is conducting a 
counterintelligence probe into 
the Russian government’s 
covert effort to steer the 2016 
presidential vote.

“And that includes 

investigating the nature of 
any links between individuals 
associated with the Trump 
campaign and the Russian 
government, and whether there 
was any coordination between 
the campaign and Russia’s 
efforts,” he said.

James Comey (left), Director of the FBI, and Michael Rogers, Director of the NSA ath the hearing

Palestinan policeman 
killed in shootout
Ramallah,

A murder suspect killed a 
Palestinian policeman 

yesterday in a shootout at 
a refugee camp in the West 
Bank, the official Wafa news 
agency reported.

The shooting broke out 
in the densely populated 
Palestinian refugee camp of 
Balata, in the Israeli-occupied 
city of Nablus, when police 
went to arrest suspects, Wafa 
said, quoting officials.

Police spokesman Adnan 
al-Damiri identified the 
policeman who died as 
Hassan Ali al-Hajj and said 
he was shot dead by Ahmed 
Abu Hamada, also known as 
“Zaabur”.

Abu Hamada, who was 
wounded in the gunfight,  
was wanted by for murder, the 
possession of weapons and 
trafficking, as well as opening 
fire on police, said Damiri. 
Police had gone to arrest him 

and other wanted criminals, 
but he refused to surrender 
and began shooting at the 
security forces.

The governor of Nablus 
told Wafa that a second 
policeman was slightly 
wounded in the shootout.

The suspect was eventually 
arrested, said Wafa.

Balata -- the largest 
Palestinian refugee camp 
in the West Bank home 
to 30,000 people -- saw an 
uptick of violence last year 
when Palestinian security 
forces launched raids to seize 
illegal weapons.

There are frequent clashes 
between police and armed 
men who are holed up in the 
camp. One of the men, Hatem 
Abu Rizeq, 30, recently said 
he does not “trust Palestinian 
security forces” and those 
like him tracked by the 
authorities are constantly in 
fear of being “executed”.
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Manama 

The exciting lead-up to 
the 2017 Formula 1 

Gulf Air Bahrain Grand Prix 
continues this weekend with 
the latest event on the “Race 
Fever” programme: the BIC 
Neon Run, organised by 
Bahrain International Circuit 
(BIC) and ahead of this year’s 
Formula 1 extravaganza, 
which is scheduled for April 
14 to 16 in Sakhir.

The run on Friday is set to 
be a brilliant display of colour 
and enjoyment and set to be 
a fun-filled event with both 
adults and children of all ages 
and athletic abilities taking 
part.

In the Neon Run, senior 
participants will be completing 
the entire length of the circuit 

while juniors can run for just 
one kilometer.

The seniors’ event is set to 
begin at 7pm while the junior 
run will start at 6.30pm.

All those taking part are free 
to go at their own pace as the 
event will not be timed.

Bahrain Grand Prix ticket 
holders can register and take 
part for free, while others will 
have to pay an entry fee.

Runners will be literally 
glowing in the dark as they 
enjoy the challenges of BIC’s 
5.412-kilometre Grand Prix 
track. Everyone will be having 
an awesome time as they are 
pelted with bright colours 
while they groove to the music 
and engage with others in 
laughter.

Don’t miss out on this 

fabulous and worthwhile 
occasion and feel the “Race 
Fever” heat up ahead of the 
2017 Formula 1 Gulf Air 
Bahrain Grand Prix.

Meanwhile, adding to the 
family atmosphere of the 
event, there will be a local 
traditional market in the BIC 
vending area open from 4pm 
until 10pm.

“Race Fever” kicked 
off earlier in March with a 
concert by Bryan Adams, 
and continued with a 
“King of Desert” drifting 
championship, and now the 
Neon Run. It concludes with 
Formula 2 (newly rebranded 
from GP2 Series) Testing on 
March 30 and 31. Race Fever 
Game Zone will also be open 
on those days.

BIC Neon Run 
set for Friday

Manama 

Bahrain International 
Circuit (BIC) will be 

hosting a pair of Open Track 
events for cars and motorbikes 
this week, with the first on 
Thursday and followed by an 
Open Track Day on Saturday.

Loads of thrills and 
excitement await motorsport 
enthusiasts on both occasions 
as Open Track is one of the 
most popular public activities 
available at the BIC track in 
Sakhir with scores of speed 
lovers from Bahrain and all 
over the Gulf turning up each 

time for the event.
Thursday’s action will be 

held under BIC’s state-of-
the-art floodlighting system 
along the 2.55-kilometre Inner 
Track from 4pm to 12midnigh 
and on Saturday at BIC’s 
5.412-kilometre Grand Prix 
Track from 9am to 5pm.

Open Track Night 
participants can choose 
between driving for a whole 
night at BD105 or just for a 
half-night at BD75. A single 
30-minute session can also be 
enjoyed for BD40.

For Open Track Day on 

Saturday, a full day will cost 
BD85, a half-day at BD60 and a 
single session at BD25.

Registration can be done 
at BIC itself on both days. 
However, those who book in 
advance can get a discount.

Meanwhile, Clio Cup and 
Radical SR3 passenger rides 
will also be available on both 
occasions.

Both Open Track events 
will be run to the highest of 
international safety standards, 
although participants will still 
be able to push their vehicles to 
their very limit.

Double the thrills 
twice this week

Manama 

Promising young Bahraini 
golfer Ali Al Hakam 

(38 stableford points) won 
the third round of the Audi 
Quattro Cup Series at the 
Royal Golf Club, just one 
point ahead of runner up 
Yousif Janahi.

The pair’s achievements 
were a little overshadowed 
though by two competitors 
achieving a rare hole in one 
during the competition. Men’s 
vice captain Sanjay Lal first aced 
the seventh hole of the Club’s 
challenging Montgomerie 
championship course, followed 
soon after by Barry Hobday on 
hole 12.

Jim Lanceley (99) continues 
to top the series order of merit 
for the second consecutive 
month, while Rob Lane (92) 
holds second place.

A field of over 50 players 
turned out to do battle in the 
prestigious series which will 
be played out over a total of 
six rounds at the Royal Golf 
Club. The series winners of the 
Bahrain tournament will have 
an opportunity to go forward 
and compete in the World 
finals, which this year will be 
held at the Quivira Golf Club 

in Cabo San Luca, Mexico, in 
December.

With over 100,000 players 
competing in 750 tournaments 
in 54 countries annually, 
the Audi Quattro Cup has 
developed into the biggest 
worldwide amateur golf 
tournament series. 

Results: 
1) Ali Al Hakam (38 points), 
2) Yousif Janahi (37). 
2s Club:
1) Ben Elsworth and Saqer Al 

Noaimi (hole 7), 
2) Steven Hill (hole 16),
3) Claus Hansen (hole 12). 
Hole in One: 
1) Barry Hobday (hole 12) 
2) Sanjay Lal (hole 7).

Audi Quattro Cup: 
Al Hakam on top

March winner Ali Al 
Hakam in action

Vice Captain Sanjay Lal 
after his hole in one

Manama 

The trio of Ali Al Heloo, 
Abdul Aziz Al Bu Falah and 

Abdul Aziz Al Madani all of 
Human Resources came out on 
top (3,082 pins) to win Bapco 
Interdepartmental Bowling 
Tatweer Trio Tournament 
2017 after the final round at 
the Ozone Centre in Sitra Mall.

In second place were Kumar 
Nair of Information Technology 
Department (ITD), Nabeel 
Obaidly (Security) and Yaseen 
Al Ansari (Tatweer) (3,052).

The Bapco Interdepartmental 
Bowling League takes a break 
until next month when the 
renovation of the Bapco Club 
bowling alley is completed 
when the Bapco Knock-Out 
Cup will take place.

Final standings: 
1) Ali Al Heloo, Abdul 
Aziz Al Bu Falah. Abdul 
Aziz Al Madani (all Human 
Resources) (3,082 pins)

2) Kumar Nair/ITD, 
Nabeel Al Obaidly/Security, 
Yaseen Al Ansari/Tatweer (3,052)
3) Jassim Ebrahim, 
Mazen Al Zayed, Khaled 
Ebrahim (all Refining) (3,030)
4) Ebrahim Taher/
Engineering, Yousuf Al 
Wazeer/Engineering, Soud Al 
Wazeer/Retirees (3,018)
5) Hassan Hubaishi/
Projects, Hussain Ali/Refining, 
Esa Akbar/Projects (2,990)
6) Nazeeha Ahmed/
Ladies, Waleed Othman/ITD, 
Talal Yousif/Retirees (2,909)
7) Ahmed Hazeem/
Production, Abdulla 

M o h a m m e d / P r o d u c t i o n , 
AbdullH Al Aaydi/Tatweer 
(2,896)
8) Mohammed Janahi/
Marketing, Hassan Qaeid/
Security, Mahdi Hassan/
Engineering (2,895)
9) Abdulla Saleh/
Engineering, Khaled Abdulla/
ITD, Abdul Latif Mohammed/
Marketing (2,887)
10) Mahmood Omran/
Retirees, Karen Labella/Ladies, 
Ebrahim Abdulla/Gas (2,733)
11) Mohammed Al 
Murbati/Production, Sherry 
Reese/Ladies, Hussain Al 
Qaseer/Retirees (2,289)

Bapco Bowling: Heloo, Falah,  Madani trio win 

The champions



Indian Wells

Roger Federer keeps saying 
he’s still on the comeback 

trail, but he’s covering ground 
faster than he ever imagined.

The Swiss, sidelined much 
of 2016 with a knee injury, 
soared to a fifth ATP Indian 
Wells Masters title on Sunday 
to go with the 18th Grand 
Slam crown he claimed at the 
Australian Open in January.

And now that he’s back 
at number six in the world, 
Federer is reassessing his goals 
for 2017. “This was not part of 
the plan, to win Australia and 
Indian Wells,” Federer said 
after his 6-4, 7-5 victory over 
fellow Swiss Stan Wawrinka in 
the Indian Wells final.

“The goal was to be top 
eight by after Wimbledon, so 
I’m there much, much faster.

“I will make the plan for 
the remainder of the season, 
especially for the clay, after 
Miami, and then see also what 
the goals are because the goals 
are clearly changing after this 
dream start.”

Federer emerged from a 
daunting quarter in Indian 
Wells that also included world 
number two Novak Djokovic 
and 14-time Grand Slam 
champion Rafael Nadal as well 
as former US Open champion 
Juan Martin del Potro and 

rising talents Nick Kyrgios 
and Alexander Zverev.

Kyrgios sent Djokovic 
packing, and the Serbian star 
has since withdrawn from 
this week’s tournament in 
Miami saying an elbow injury 
he’s carried for months had 
worsened.

Federer wiped the floor with 
Nadal in Indian Wells just two 
months after his thrilling five-
set win over the Spaniard in 
the Australian Open final.

Wawrinka was the only 
player who managed to 
break Federer’s serve in 
the California desert, but 
eventually even he could 
only stand back and admire 
his superstar compatriot’s 
majestic progress to the title.

“The way he’s playing is just 
so beautiful,” Wawrinka said 
of the 35-year-old Federer. 
“Everything looks perfect. 
He’s moving amazingly well. 
He has amazing touch. He’s 
doing everything you can do 
on the tennis court.”

Federer captured his 90th 
career title. Although he said it 
was too soon to start thinking 
about the milestone of 100, he 
certainly goes into Miami a 
strong favorite with Djokovic 
as well as injured world 
number one Andy Murray out 
of the second Masters event of 

the year.

Rankings not a priority
He has leapfrogged Nadal to 
sixth in the world rankings. 
Whether he can move past 
Wawrinka, Djokovic and 
Murray and regain the 
number one ranking is a 
question that Federer, in his 
current incarnation, isn’t too 
worried about.

“Sure I’d love to be number 
one again,” he said. “But 
anything else other than 
world  number one for me is 
not interesting. So that’s why 
the rankings is not a priority 
right now.”

Instead, he’s focused on 

approaching each tournament 
he plays with energy and 
eagerness, something he 
admits was missing when 
he turned up in Dubai and 
lost to 116th-ranked Evgeny 
Donskoy.

“I just wasn’t 100 percent 
prepared, unfortunately, 
because of the injury I was 
carryng after Melbourne,” he 
said.  At Indian Wells, he said, 
the preparation was complete 
and the energy was good, 
and he anticipated the same 
for Miami.“I think I’m going 
to be fine on that front just 
because I’m feeling too good 
on the court and I’m having 
too much fun,” Federer said. 

“Winning creates a lot of 
good energy. “But I know how 
hard it is to win back-to-back 
Indian Wells and Miami titles.

“That’s why I go to Miami 
knowing it’s going to be really 
difficult,” added Federer, who 
is showing renewed talent for 
making the difficult look oh 
so easy. (AFP)
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Federer 
reigns
supreme  

Manama 

The two divisions of the DHL 
Bahrain Expatriate Netball 

League concludes tonight from 
7.30pm at the British Club 
with five matches scheduled. 
In Division One, British Club 
A and two-time defending 
champions Rugby Club A 
will battle it out for the title at 
7.30pm and Dilmun Club A 

and British Club B play-off for 
third place at 8.10pm. In the 
Second Division, league leaders 
Dilmun Club B with four wins 
from four only need to avoid 
defeat against Rugby Club B for 
the title at 7.30pm, while the 
remaining matches feature Sri 
Lanka Club and Dilmun Club 
C at 8.10pm and British Club C 
and St Christopher’s at 8.50pm.

Dublin

The Football Association 
of Ireland paid tribute 

to Derry City captain Ryan 
McBride yesterday after he died 
suddenly at the age of 27.

McBride, a close friend of 
Republic of Ireland winger 
James McClean, is reported to 
have died at home on Sunday. 
A cause of death has not been 
revealed.

“Irish football is in mourning 
with the loss of a true great of 
the game, with the shocking 
news about Ryan McBride’s 
passing,” FAI chief executive 
John Delaney said in a 
statement.

“I would like to pass on my 
deepest condolences to Ryan’s 
family, friends, and his club, 
Derry City FC, for which he 
was their leader, their captain 
and their inspiration.”

Tributes will be paid to 
McBride prior to Ireland’s 
World Cup qualifier against 
Wales in Dublin on Friday.

Irish 
footballer 

McBride 
dies

DHL: Two divisions conclude
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Turf track
Length:
12 furlongs

Dirt track
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8¾ furlongs
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1 furlong = 200m

Dubai Kahayla Classic
Godolphin Mile
Dubai Gold Cup
UAE Derby
Al Quoz Sprint
Dubai Golden Shaheen
Dubai Turf
Dubai Sheema Classic
Dubai World Cup

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

$1m
$1m
$1m
$2m
$1m
$2m
$6m
$6m
$10m

RACE NIGHT Purse Distance
10 furlongs
8 furlongs

16 furlongs
9½ furlongs

6 furlongs
6 furlongs
9 furlongs

12 furlongs
10 furlongs

Despite losing its crown as the world’s richest
horse race to the inaugural $12m Pegasus
World Cup in Florida, Dubai remains the
richest raceday, with a $30m purse
spread over nine races

2016 winner:
California Chrome

Jockey: Victor Espinoza
Trainer: Art Sherman

Bob Baffert’s 
Arrogate leads

14-horse field for
Dubai World Cup
after powering to
three successive
Grade One wins

Supreme Council for Youth and Sports Deputy General Secretary and Bahrain Olympic Committee (BOC) General 
Secretary Abdulrahman Askar was all praise for the Bahrain women’s basketball team on its return from Doha, where 
they took the competition’s silver medal at the recently-concluded Fifth GCC Women’s Games. Askar noted the remark-
able results of the team under national coach Fadel Milad and the spirit showed by members of the team at the games, 
which resulted in the team finishing second behind champions and host nation Qatar.

Inter Hotel Cricket: K hotel register win
Manama 

The K Hotel defeated 
Crowne Plaza by 11 runs 

in the latest matches of The 
Ritz Carlton Bahrain Sixth 
Inter Hotel Charity Cricket 
Tournament 2017 at the Ritz-
Carlton Staff Recreation area.

Batting first, K Hotel were 
bowled out for 59 in six overs 
with (Nitai 17 off 12 deliveries, 
2x6, Omar two for eight) and 
then Crowne Plaza in reply 
were bowled out for 48 in 4.3 
overs with Omar (26 off 7, 4x6) 
top scoring and Shari (two for 
one) the best of the bowlers.

Further matches on 
Sunday featuring Best 
Western/Downtown Rotana, 
Intercontinental Regency 
(A)/The Ritz Carlton (A), 

Sheraton/Gulf Hotel were 
declared no result due to the 
inclement weather and each 
team awarded a point each.

24 teams are in the fray 
playing round-robin group 
matches followed by the 

knockout stage with the final 
set for 28 March.

This year’s official charity is 
the Child Wish Society.

Other results: 
1) Marriott Executive 25/2 

in 3.1 overs (Inderjeeth 10 off 

6, 1x6, Shahjan 2-6) bt Westin 
24/6 in 5.4 (Rahul 5 off 2, 1x4, 
Sharat 2-4) by 4 wickets. 

2) Diplomat Radisson Blu 
37/3 in 3 (Samir 18 off 11, 
1x6, 2x4, Tanzil 1/3) bt Four 
Seasons (B) 36/4 in 6 (Aldos 18 
off 15, 1x6) by 3 wickets. 

3) Gulf Hotel 73/6 in 6 
(Deen 21 off 10, 2x6, 1x4, Jadav 
2/2, Goutham 1/8) bt Ramada 
bowled out on 31 in 4 overs 
(Goutham 13 off 9, 1x6, 1x4) 
by 42 runs. 

4) Marriott Executive 
Apartment 45/4 in 5.2 overs 
(Kalai 24 off 9, 1x6, 3x4, Kalii 
1/1 bt International Hotel 
Establishment 44/6 in 5.3 overs 
(Samson 25 off 6, 2x6, 3x4, 
Mohammed 1-4) defeated by 
2 wickets.

The K Hotel team
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Al Hekma International 
School had a solid 

start to its campaign in the 
football tournament as part 
of the ongoing Fourth Mini 
Olympics.

The school dominated both 
the primary and intermediate 
girls stages of the competition, 
which got underway at the 
Bahrain Football Association 
grounds in Riffa, where the 
intermediate stage team 
registered a resounding 6-0 
win over the Indian School 
in Group ‘A’ opening match 
and the primary stage team 
followed suit, beating the 
Indian School 5-0 in Group 
‘A’ to kick-start their title bid 
on a high note.

Kanoo International School 
followed suit as they registered 
well-earned victories in the 
intermediate stage, beating 
New Millennium (10-0) and 
Al Hekma 3-2 to share the 
latter the lead in Group ‘A’ 
with two wins each.

Among the boys, Kanoo 
School had a flying start 
in the intermediate stage, 
beating Al Middle East School 
3-0 in Group ‘A’ at Kanoo 
International School sport hall. 
In Group ‘B’, Hawar School 
were dominant, winning 
their both matches against 
Bangladesh School (3-1) and 
New Millennium School (1-0).

The 3-on-3 Basketball 
championships kicked off 
yesterday with intermediate 
boys and girls matches as 
Ibn Khuldoon ‘B’ registered 
the biggest result of the day, 
beating Ahlia School ‘B’ 13-0 
at the Bahrain Sports for 
Disabilities Federation hall.

In the intermediate boys 
Group ‘A’ highlights, Middle 
East School ‘B’ scored a narrow 
4-3 victory over Creativity 
School ‘A’ in a Group ‘D’ 
thriller staged at Um Al 
Hassam Basketball Hall.

In table tennis, Sayed Jaffer 
Ebrahim and Karan Rawal 
reached the intermediate 
stage boys final, beating Sayed 

Hasan Ebrahim 3-2 (-6, 6, 7, 
-3, 6) and Feroz M. 3-0 (11, 4, 
6) respectively at the Bahrain 
Table Tennis Association hall.

Dharshini Soundra of the 
Indian School topped the 
intermediate girls stage with 
six points from three matches.

Action continues today with 
the finals of the table tennis 
primary and intermediate boys 
and girls divisions as well as the 
football and 3-on-3 basketball 
from 10am onwards.

A record 2,000 students 
from 42 government and 
private schools are taking part 
in this year’s Mini Olympics 
which will run until March 30 
and organised by the Bahrain 
Olympic Committee (BOC) in 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Education.

There are 14 sports events 
in total – football, 3-on-
3 basketball, volleyball, 
handball, table tennis, athletics 
cricket, hockey, swimming, 
water sports, gymnastics, 
taekwondo, jiu jitsu and 
karting.

Al Hekma, 
Kanoo win 
football 
openers

Other results:
Basketball: 
Intermediate girls: 

1) Ibn Khuldoon ‘B’ w/o Al Wisam ‘C’

2) Ahlia ‘A’ bt Hawar ‘A’ 2-0

3) Indian ‘B’ bt Al Wisam ‘C’ 2-0

4) Shaikha Hessa bt New Millennium ‘C’ 2-0

5) Sacred Heart ‘A’ bt Al Wisam ‘C’ 2-0

6) Indian ‘A’ bt Al Wisam ‘C’ 2-0

7) Indian School ‘D’ bt New Millennium ‘C’ 2-0;

8) Shaikha Hessa w/o Hawar

Primary boys: 

1) Indian ‘B’ bt Al Wisam 20-0

2) Sacred Heart ‘B’ bt Indian ‘A’ 20-0

3) New Millennium ‘B’ bt Indian ‘C’ 3-1

4) Middle East ‘A’ bt Al Manar 16-3

5) Indian ‘B’ bt New Millennium ‘C’ 11-3

6) AMA bt Al Wisam ‘B’ 20-0

7) Sacred Heart ‘B’ bt Al Wisam ‘C’ 20-0

8)  Al Noor bt Indian ‘A’ 20-0

9) Creativity ‘A’ bt Al Wisam ’A’ 20-0

Intermediate boys: 

1) Sacred Heart ‘A’ bt Indian ‘C’ 19-0

2) New Millennium ‘C’ bt Al Wisam ‘A’ 20-0

3) Middle East ‘B’ bt Al Wisam ‘A’ 20-0

4) Sacred Heart ‘B’ bt Creativity ‘B’ 20-0

5) Middle East ‘A’ bt Indian ‘C’ 20-0

6) Sacred Heart ‘A’ bt New Millennium ‘B’ 15-3

7) New Millennium ‘C’ bt Ahlia ‘A’ 20-0

Karting: Qualifying races (top 10): 

1) Abdulla Al Kooheji (AMA, 1:.19.291) 

2) Mohammed Jalal (Kanoo, 1:20.609)

3) Isa Khalifa (Hawar, 1:20.703)

4) Hussain Al Khateb (Kanoo, 1:20.904)

5) Faisal Hazeem (AMA, 1:21.111)

6) Fahad Hazeem (AMA, 1:22.342)

7) Yasmin Madani (1:22.509)

8) Faris Al Mahmeed (AMA, 1:22.918)

9) Salman Al Wardi (AMA, 1:23.739)

10)Maerna Jalal (Kanoo, 1:24.208)

Action from one of the boys football matches

Girls compete in a football match

One of the boys table tennis matches Action from a girls basketball match

The girls basketball 
game in progress



Ranchi

Skipper Steve Smith said the 
momentum was now firmly 

with Australia in their battle 
against India after a fine final-
day rearguard action by his 
batsmen saw the visitors draw 
the third Test Monday.

Australia, who began their 
second innings 152 runs adrift 
of India, were in deep trouble 
after being reduced to 63-4 
before Peter Handscomb (72 
not out) and Shaun Marsh (53) 
put on 124 for the fifth wicket.

The tourists eventually 
reached 204 for 6 at stumps on 
the fifth and final day, after the 
hosts made a mammoth 603-9 
declared in their first innings 
in Ranchi.

Ravindra Jadeja claimed four 
wickets to return overall match 
figures of 9-178 at India’s 
newest Test venue. But Smith 
said Australia would go into 
next weekend’s series finale in 

Dharamsala full of confidence.
“If there’s anything called 

momentum in cricket, it’s with 
our side at this moment,” Smith 
told reporters after the match. 
“India coming today would have 

expected to bowl us out. I’m 
sure they’re hurting a little 
bit in their change room. 
Having said that, it’s (four-
match series) 1-1 and looking 
forward to the decider.”

Cheteshwar Pujara (202) 
and Wriddhiman Saha (117) 
were the main stars of the match 

for India with a 199-run seventh-
wicket stand on Sunday, while 
Smith himself scored an imperious 
unbeaten 178 in Australia’s first 
innings.

But it was Handscomb and 
Marsh’s 232-minute resistance on 
the final day -- broken only late 
in the last session -- that proved 
decisive.

Jadeja dismissed Marsh and 
his fellow spinner Ravichandran 
Ashwin then claimed the wicket 
of first innings centurion Glenn 
Maxwell for two, giving India 
brief hope of a dramatic final 
twist in the tale.

Sticking it out
But a composed Handscomb 
played out the remaining few 
overs with Wade for company 
as Australia avoided defeat 

in their 800th Test. Jadeja, 
who claimed the prized scalp 
of Smith for 21 second time 
round, caused problems for all 
the Australian batsmen after 
the tourists resumed the day 
on 23-2.

Fast bowler Ishant Sharma 
trapped Matt Renshaw lbw for 
15 in the morning session after 
an altercation between the two 
players seemed to have affected 
the left-handed batsman’s 
concentration.

But it was Smith’s wicket 
that brought a raucous home 
crowd to its feet after a quiet 
first hour of play.

Speaking at the 
post-match press-
confrence, Kohli 
praised Jadeja and 
Pujara for putting 
India in a strong 
position after 
A u s t r a l i a ’ s 
f i r s t -
i n n i n g s 
451.

“Jadeja’s 
b o w l i n g 
w a s 
outstanding. 
He was high-
class and proved 
why he is the 
joint top Test 
bowler along with 
Ashwin,” said Kohli.

On man of the match 
Pujara, who registered 
his third Test double 
century, Kohli said: “He is 
the most composed player in 
the team... someone like that 
is priceless to have him in the  
team.”

Australia won the first Test 
in Pune before India came 
back to level the series in 
the ill-tempered match 
in Bangalore. (AFP)
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P23 Al Hekma, Kanoo win 
football openers

Great
escape!

Marsh, Handscomb help 
Australia draw third test 

Scoreboard 
Australia 2nd innings 
(overnight 23-2; Renshaw seven not out)

D. Warner  b Jadeja                    14
M. Renshaw  lbw b Sharma              15
N. Lyon   b Jadeja                      2
S. Smith   b Jadeja                    21
S. Marsh  c Vijay b Jadeja            53
P. Handscomb not out                  72
G. Maxwell  c Vijay b Ashwin           2
M. Wade  not out                       9
Extras   (b9, lb4, nb3)                16
Total (6 wickets; 100 overs)         204

Result: Draw
Series: Four-match series level at 1-1

Indian bowler Ishant 
Sharma celebrates after 
he dismissed Australian 
batsman Matthew 
Renshaw

Australian batsman Peter 
Handscomb plays a shot


